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Conclusion of Parliamentary Consideration of Proposed NPF2       Newsletter No 10: April 2009
Parliamentary Consideration of the Proposed National Planning Framework

Now Complete

Between 12 December 2008 and 5 March 2009 the Scottish Government’s Proposed National Planning Framework (NPF) was considered by the Scottish Parliament, which took written representations and oral evidence from interested parties.

The Proposed NPF was considered by the Local Government and Communities Committee (the lead committee), the Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change Committee and the Economy, Tourism and Enterprise Committee.

In oral evidence to the Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee (14 January), Adean Smith, RSPB Scotland, commented ‘I just want to restate how useful it is to have a national planning framework as a national spatial expression of Government policy. Not all the other UK countries have such a framework as yet—I know that my colleagues in England are fighting hard for such a policy.’
The Local Government and Communities Committee published a report on the evidence presented to all three committees t on 25th February 2009.  The report and Proposed NPF were debated in Parliament on 5 March.  The motion agreed by the Parliament after the debate reinforced a number of the recommendations made.  

The Local Government and Communities Committee Report together with the Official Report of the debate in Parliament form the response of the Parliament to the Scottish Government.

  There was broad support for the overall spatial strategy set out in the proposed NPF. Parliament has recommended that a high-speed rail link between Scotland and London be included in the list of national developments.  Parliament has not recommended that any of the proposed national developments be removed from the list.  A number of recommendations were made about process, including public engagement.
Useful links:

National Planning Framework website: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/National-Planning-Policy/themes/npf 

Scottish Parliament National Planning Framework website (Completed Business): http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/lgc/inquiries/NPF2/index.htm. 
Next Steps

Scottish Ministers will publish the final NPF2.  The Scottish Government is carefully considering the views expressed in Parliament and aims to publish the final NPF2 later in the Spring.

The NPF team would like to thank all those who have contributed to the development of NPF2 so far.
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