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WHAT IS THE SVDLS?

The Scottish Vacant and Derelict Land Survey (SVDLS) is a survey undertaken to establish the extent and state of vacant and derelict land in Scotland.  The survey has been operating since 1988 and is managed by the Scottish Government Planning Statistics Branch.  The link to last year’s results and  site register info is:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2007/01/30094119/0
The data provided by you as part of this survey provides an invaluable source of information relating to vacant and derelict sites and assists in reinforcing and justifying national policy established to bring about the re-use of these wasted resources.

The following steps summarise the SVDLS process:
1. Survey issued by the Scottish Government – Data gained from previous surveys for each LA are extracted from the national Scottish Government database. The files are sent by e-mail with guidance notes to each LA for the data to be updated.
2. Procedure for LAs to Record Information – Database SVDLS-A is used to record new sites identified and to update any information on sites included from previous year. 

Database SVDLS-B is used to record sites wholly or partially brought back into productive use since the last SVDLS survey and removed from the main database.

3. Returning data to the Scottish Government  and Checking – LAs validate and return databases SVDLS-A and SVDLS-B to the Scottish Government by e-mail. The Scottish Government then checks the data with the previous year’s survey to detect and correct any mistakes.
4. The data are processed to produce and issue an annual statistical bulletin on the extent of vacant and derelict land in Scotland.
WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE SVDLS?

1) The Key Requirements

The survey requires that you:


( Check and amend, if necessary, information held on sites previously identified. 


( Add details of any new sites that you have identified since the last survey.


( Remove and inform us of any sites which are no longer to be included as vacant or 
   derelict.  

2)  Electronic Returns
To return the required information electronically you should:


( Use database SVDLS-A to record new sites and to update or amend information on    previously identified sites which are still to be included.


( Use database SVDLS-B to record details of sites, wholly or in part, which you are removing from the main SVDLS-A database.
WHAT SITES SHOULD BE INCLUDED?

VACANT LAND
3)  What should be recorded as VACANT land?

For the purposes of this survey, a site comprises of urban vacant land if it satisfies the 3 conditions below:
· It must be an appropriate site for development but not currently used for a purpose allocated in an adopted local plan or council approved replacement plan. The land is not envisaged to require rehabilitation prior to any new development. 
· It must either have had prior development on it or if there has been no prior development, preparatory work has to have been undertaken to prepare the land in anticipation of future development (for example the laying of asphalt, concrete, gravel or other covering material). This work should be more than just the clearing of vegetation or the building of a road to the site’s boundaries.
· It must be located within a settlement as defined by the local authority in the latest adopted local plan or council approved replacement.



DERELICT LAND 
4)  What should be recorded as DERELICT land?


For the purposes of this survey, derelict land or a derelict building can be located anywhere in Scotland (both within and outwith settlements). A site comprises of derelict land or a derelict building if it satisfies the 2 conditions below:
· The Land (or building) must be so damaged by development or use that it is incapable of development for beneficial use without rehabilitation and
· The Land (or building) must not currently be used for a purpose allocated in an adopted local plan or council approved replacement plan.
Also for the purposes of the survey, derelict land or a derelict building includes:
· Land (or a building) which is not being used and has a previous un-remediated use which could constrain future development (even if treatment is only required only for the buildings thereon). 
Examples of land that may be recorded as derelict include disused Mines and Mineral Workings, Abandoned Industrial Land, Disused Manufacturing Sites, Fire damaged buildings, Buildings that are open to the elements, Buildings that are structurally unsound and land with a known presence of Japanese Knotweed.
Any site entered in the SVDLS must be at least 0.1 hectares in size. 

Further guidance on what is admissible as vacant and derelict land and what each SITETYPE code covers is available in the ‘Comprehensive Guidance’ (Page numbers noted below). Further guidance is also available on what is meant by the term ‘rehabilitation’
The flow charts (on pages 7, 8, 10 and 13) are meant to guide respondents through a step-by-step process of the questions they should be asking themselves when determining whether a site is a) relevant for the survey at all and b) if so, what SITETYPE code should be selected.
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FLOW CHART 1 – Site consisting of VACANT land and a building element                   (within a settlement’s boundary)
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FLOW CHART 2 – Site consisting of VACANT land and a building element                         (outwith a settlement’s boundary)





                 
8

What should be recorded as DERELICT land?
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 10
Should land that is zoned for industry be included in the survey?
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What can be recorded as DERELICT Buildings? (SITETYPE code 11)
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FLOW CHART 4 – Site consisting of DERELICT land and a building element
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ADDING A NEW SITE OR AMENDING EXISTING DETAILS
Using Database SVDLS-A

SVDLS-A should contain details of ALL sites that are currently vacant or derelict.  This database should therefore be used to add the details of new sites identified as vacant or derelict and also to record any amendments to the details of sites already included in the survey.

This section sets out some additional guidance on recording sites on database SVDLS-A and provides the codes that should be used to input information into the database.

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE:

5)   How to record sites reclaimed from derelict to vacant status


Derelict sites ‘reclaimed to vacant pending new use’ should continue to be recorded in database SVDLS-A but the code in Q.2.2 should be changed to either code 21 or code 22 to show that the previously derelict site is now vacant.  

The change should also be recorded in database SVDLS-B by selecting code 25 in the New Use section. 
6)   Deciding when a site should no longer be considered vacant/ derelict


A site should no longer be considered vacant or derelict and should be removed from database SVDLS-A if there is evidence that physical development is underway.  If, however, a site is in temporary use but is expected to revert to vacant or derelict status before the next survey it should not be deleted.
7)   How to record whole sites that have been brought back into productive use


Where whole sites have been brought back into productive use, details should be entered into database SVDLS-B and the sites should be deleted from the main database SVDLS-A.
8)   How to record sites partly brought back into productive use


Where a site has been partly brought back into productive use it should be treated as two sites (each should be given distinct grid references).  Database SVDLS-A should be amended to reflect the change to the existing site.  Database SVDLS-B should be used to record the part of the site brought back into use.  
Note: If the vacant/derelict area remaining after a site has been brought partly back into productive use is less than 0.1 ha it should be deleted from database SVDLS-A.


Similarly, if the vacant/derelict area being brought partly back into use is less than
0.1 ha then it should not be recorded in SVDLS-B, though changes may need to be

 
made to the details of the area remaining recorded in SVDLS-A.
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9)  Sites no longer to be included for definitional reasons, or which have become naturalised


Where a site or part of a site needs to be removed either for definitional reasons or because it has reverted to a natural state, the same procedure should be followed as set out in relation to recording sites brought back into productive use, or partly brought back into productive use.  When entering details into SVDLS-B, code 33 in the New Use section should be used to indicate naturalised sites and code 34 should be used to indicate sites removed due to definitional change. 
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VARIABLE NAMES FOR ENTERING SITES ON THE SVDLS-A DATA SET

Below is a list of all the variable names for which data should be entered for sites in the SVDLS-A data set. Pages 8 - 17 outline the relevant codes which should be entered for each variable. Please note that changes were made to Local Enterprise Companies on the 1st April 2008. Hence councils’ data for the LECCODE variable has been recoded prior to the issuing of the 2008A datasets.
Item
Field Name



Excel Label

Description
1.1
Council Code



COUNCODE

Numeric

1.2
Local Enterprise Company Code
LECCODE

Numeric

1.3
LA Reference for Site


SITECODE

Character

1.4
Database History


DBHIST

Numeric

1.5
OS Grid Reference


OSGRID

Character

1.6
Name




NAME


Character


Address 1



ADDRESS1

Character


Address 2



ADDRESS2

Character


Address 3



ADDRESS3

Character

2.1
Site Size



SITESIZE

Fixed point numeric










(2 decimal places) 

2.2
Site Type (Vacant or Derelict)
SITETYPE

Numeric

2.3
Owner 1



OWNER1

Numeric


Owner 2



OWNER2

Numeric

2.4
Date of first inspection DD

INSPDD

Numeric


Date of first inspection MM

INSPMM

Numeric


Date of first inspection YYYY
INSPYY

Numeric

2.5
Length of time Vacant/Derelict
TIMEVD

Numeric

2.6 
Previous Use



PREVUSE

Numeric

2.7
Derelict Characteristics

DERCHAR

Numeric


2.8
Mineral Workings


MINERAL

Numeric

2.9
Environmental factors 1

ENVIR1

Numeric


Environmental factors 2

ENVIR2

Numeric


2.10
Intrusiveness – location 

INTRLOCN2

Numeric


Intrusiveness - surroundings 1
INTRSUR1

Numeric


Intrusiveness - surroundings 2
INTRSUR2

Numeric


Intrusiveness  - visibility

INTRVISB

Numeric

3.1
Plan Status



PLAN


Numeric

3.2
Mixed Use



MIXEDUSE

Numeric


Intended Uses - 1a


FUTUSE1A

Numeric


Intended Uses - 1b


FUTUSE1B

Numeric


Intended Uses - 2a


FUTUSE2A

Numeric


Intended Uses - 2b


FUTUSE2B

Numeric


Intended Uses - 3a


FUTUSE3A

Numeric


Intended Uses - 3b


FUTUSE3B

Numeric

3.3
Developability



DEVPOT

Numeric

Below is a list of all the variable names for which data should be entered in the SVDLS-B data set. Pages 18-21 outline when sites should go into the SVDLS-B data set and the relevant codes which should be entered for each variable.


Field Name 



Excel Label

Type

Council Code



COUNCODE

Numeric


Local Enterprise Company Code
LECCODE

Numeric


LA Reference for Site


SITECODE

Character


Previous LA Reference for Site
PREVCODE

Character


OS Grid Reference


OSGRID

Character


Site Previously Vacant or Derelict
PREVVD

Numeric  


Area Brought back into 

SITESIZE

Fixed point numeric


Use or Reclaimed





(2 decimal places)



New Use



NEWUSE

Numeric


Mixed New Use


MIXED

Numeric


Month brought back into use MM
INUSEMM

Numeric


Year brought into use YYYY

INUSEYY

Numeric


Funding source used 


FUND


Numeric


Public funding source 1

PUBLIC1

Numeric


Public funding source
2

PUBLIC2

Numeric


Public funding source
3

PUBLIC3

Numeric

CODES:

Q1.1
COUNCIL CODE (‘COUNCODE’):

Enter the code for your council

	Aberdeen City……………
	100
	Highland…………...
	270

	Aberdeenshire……………
	110
	Inverclyde………….
	280

	Angus……………………..
	120
	Midlothian…………
	290

	Argyll and Bute………….
	130
	Moray…………….
	300

	Clackmannanshire………..
	150
	North Ayrshire…….
	310

	Dumfries and Galloway….
	170
	North Lanarkshire…
	320

	Dundee City……………...
	180
	Orkney Islands…….
	330

	East Ayrshire…………….
	190
	Perth and Kinross…
	340

	East Dunbartonshire……..
	200
	Renfrewshire………
	350

	East Lothian……………..
	210
	Scottish Borders…...
	355

	East Renfrewshire……….
	220
	Shetland Islands…...
	360

	Edinburgh, City of……….
	230
	South Ayrshire…….
	370

	Eilean Siar……………….
	235
	South Lanarkshire…
	380

	Falkirk……………………
	240
	Stirling……………..
	390

	Fife……………………….
	250
	West Dunbartonshire
	395

	Glasgow City…………….
	260
	West Lothian………
	400


Q1.2
LOCAL ENTERPRISE COMPANY CODE (‘LECCODE’):

Enter the details of the Local Enterprise Company responsible for the area in which the site is contained.  Where a site straddles the boundary of two or more Local Enterprise Companies enter the code for the Local Enterprise Company responsible for the largest area of the site. 






             
           Code



                      












               SE South Scotland...........................................
520


SE Grampian……...........................................
540



  Highlands & Islands Enterprise.......................
570


SE East Central Scotland.................................
610


            SE West Central Scotland................................
650

SE Tayside ……………...................................
680
Q1.3
LA REFERENCE CODE FOR SITE (‘SITECODE’):
Each site should be allocated a reference code, which will uniquely identify the site within the authority.  This can be composed of up to 9 characters, and may use existing reference numbers from previous surveys (consistency of referencing between surveys is desirable). 

New sites should be given codes that have NOT previously been used to refer to other sites.

Q1.4
DATABASE HISTORY (‘DBHIST’):

‘New’ records comprise those which are completely new and relate to sites which have not been included in the survey in any prior form.  Sites which have been redefined, reclaimed from derelict to vacant status or consist of a residual part of a site which has been partly brought back into use, should not be coded as ‘New’.  

Enter in this field the status of the particular site with reference to the previous SVDLS.  Code the field as follows :









            

Code

New record (no previous history).............................................................
1

Existing record .................................................................................……
2


Q1.5
ORDNANCE SURVEY GRID REFERENCE (‘OSGRID’):

Please provide the Ordnance Survey Grid Reference for the centroid of the site to the nearest 10m.  Include the 100km letters e.g.: NT09767461.  No two sites can contain the same OS grid reference.  Please ensure that OS Grid references are unique to each site. Alternatively if a GIS package is used to manage the survey please provide both the Easting and Northing of the site centroid (each to 6 digits) and leave the OSGRID column blank. 
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Q1.6
NAME  AND ADDRESS OF SITE (‘NAME, ADDRESS1-3’):
The site name MUST be entered and it must be in capital letters.  If NO site name is known then "NIL" can be used instead.  The address must also be entered and should be that by which the site is commonly known or will be known.  Common abbreviations are acceptable e.g. ST for street. 

Q2.1
SITE SIZE: 


Indicate the site size, in hectares, to two decimal places. 
Q2.2
SITE TYPE (VACANT OR DERELICT):

Please refer to the general notes on pages 3 and 4 for guidance before completing this question. If necessary also consult the ‘Comprehensive Guidance’ publication (pages 3 to 14)
Derelict:


            Code 
        Vacant:                                   Code

                                                              






Derelict buildings..................................
11
Vacant land...............................
21

Derelict land......................................... 
12
Vacant Land and Buildings.......
22

Derelict land and buildings................... 
13


Operational land defined as derelict..... 
14





Q2.3
OWNERSHIP (‘OWNER 1 AND 2’):



Enter the details of the current owner or last known owner.  Where sites have two or more owners please enter the appropriate codes for the predominant two owners.  If only one owner then please enter 998 in the second column which is labelled ‘Owner 2’.  

Note that 998 should never be entered in ‘Owner 1’ and that 999 should not be entered in ‘Owner 2’ if an owner has been specified in ‘Owner 1’.

Public:


              
Code
Private: 
                                  Code 

The Scottish Executive.................… 
102
Private Steel.....................................
401

Property Services Agency................
103
Private Gas.......................................
402

Defence............…………………….
104
Private Telecommunications...........
403

Health Boards...................................
105
Scottish Power...............................
404

Local Authority.............................
106
Hydro Electric................................
405

Other National /Local Government
110
Local Enterprise Company...........
406








Harbour Trust..................................
407

Post Office/Consignia.....................
203
Network Rail / Scotrail .....................
409

Public Port Authority......................
204      Private Coal Company....................
410

British Waterways………...............
205
Private Port Company.....................
411

Water Authority..............................
206
Other Private...................................
420

Coal Authority................................
207

Other Nationalised Industry 




or Statutory undertakers.................
220 
Unknown/Not applicable



Scottish Enterprise...........................
301 
Unknown Public................................
100

Highlands and Islands Enterprise..
302
Unknown Private...............................
400

Housing Association......................
303
Not applicable (i.e. only one owner)..
998

Communities Scotland...................
304
Ownership unknown.........................
999

Other non-Crown............................
310

Q2.4
DATE OF FIRST INSPECTION FOR SVDLS (‘INSPDD, INSPMM AND INSPYY’):

Enter date of first inclusion in SVDLS.  The format used for dates should be DD MM YYYY e.g. 04 07 1988. If the day and/or month of inspection are unknown, please assume 1 April.

Q2.5
LENGTH OF TIME SITE HAS BEEN VACANT/DERELICT (‘TIMEVD’):

Enter the appropriate code to show the period when the site became vacant/derelict:






          

 Code

1980 or earlier...............................................
1

1981-1985......................................................
2

1986-1990......................................................
3



1991-1995......................................................
4

1996-2000......................................................
5

2001-2004.....................................................
6
2005............................................................... 7

2006............................................................... 8

2007..............................................................10

2008..............................................................11

Unknown.......................................................
9

Q2.6
PREVIOUS USE (‘PREVUSE’):
Indicate the predominant use made of the site before it became vacant/derelict. 

Previous Land Use:
              Code

Previous Land Use:
            Code

Agriculture




Other general industry


Animal husbandry..........   
011

excluding manufacturing....
 090
Other.................................
019











Mineral Activity

Forestry/Woodland



Coal..................................
101

Sawmill.............................
021

Crushed rock.....................
102

Other.................................
029

Sand/Gravel......................
103







Shale.................................
104

Community & Health



Fireclay............................
105

Hospital.............................
031

Limestone.........................
106

Sewage Works..................
032

Other.................................
109

Refuse Tip.........................
033





Other.................................
039

Offices..............................
110


Defence




Residential


Munitions..........................
041
            Housing.............................
121                                                                           

Oil Storage........................
042

Hotels...............................
122


Airfields............................
043

Other (incl. hostels)...........
129

Docks................................
044



Ranges...............................
045

Retailing...........................
130

Other.................................
049













Storage

Education.........................
050     

Oil.....................................
141                                                    








Gas....................................
142

Passive Open Space...........
060

Other Chemicals................
143








Other.................................
149


Recreation & Leisure









(excl. passive open space)                              Transport                                                                    

Swimming Pool................
071 

Rail......................……….
151

Ice Rink.............................
072                  Other.................................
159                                           

Stadium.............................
073                            

Formal open space............
074                  Utility Services................. 
160

Other.................................
079

                                    


Wholesale Distribution......
170

Manufacturing                                                                      

Chemical products...........
081

Business Class...................
180

Metal Works.....................
082

Ship Building....................
083         
Nature Conservation..........
190

Gas....................................
084

Paper.................................
085

Other..................................
888

Brickworks........................
086

Other.................................
089  

Unknown............................
999

Q2.7
DERELICT CHARACTERISTICS (DERCHAR):
For all sites classified as derelict, (site type codes 11 to 14) indicate what characteristics the sites currently have that necessitates some form of rehabilitation prior to any new development or use.

Please note any site classified as vacant, (site type code 21 or 22) should automatically have code 99 (non-applicable) recorded. Code 99 should also be used for any derelict site that has an ‘unknown’ answer.

Characteristics of Derelict Land can include –

Category - 1 

The remains of buildings (either whole or partial) in or on the land, associated with the previous use(s).

Category - 2

The possible presence of left-over chemicals or other substances/elements from a previous use(s) which may be in or on the land (this can include Japanese Knotweed)
Category - 3
Large amounts of left over rubble, stone deposits, and other abandoned physical material typically associated with former mineral works, mines etc.

Derelict Characteristics:

           Code

Category 1 Only.....................................
1

Category 2 Only.....................................
2

Category 3 Only.....................................
3

Category 1 and 2 Only................................... 4

Category 1 and 3 Only................................... 5

Category 2 and 3 Only................................... 6

All 3 Categories …….................................... 7

Unknown/Not Applicable............................. 99

Q2.8
MINERAL WORKINGS INDICATOR (‘MINERAL’):

Indicate whether surface or underground workings affect a beneficial use of the site being achieved.

Presence of Mineral Workings:
           Code

Known...........................................................
1

Tested & found to be unaffected...................
4

Unknown.......................................................
9

Q2.9
ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS (‘ENVIR1 AND 2’):



There may be environmental factors which could affect the future development of the site.  Indicate from the list below the two most significant factors which affect the site.

If none of the factors affect the site or only one factor then Code 98 should be entered in the appropriate column, e.g. if the only environmental factor affecting a site is an SSSI, then enter  Code 14 as the first factor and Code 98 as the second factor.  Do not enter Code 98 as the first factor but a different code as the second factor





            
Code

                                              Code

Greenbelt.........................................
11
Airport............................................
23

Area of Great Landscape 


Ministry of Defence........................
24

Value or equivalent.........................
12
Health and Safety Executive...........
25

National Scenic Area.......................
13
Environmentally Sensitive Area.....
26

Site of Special Scientific Interest
14
RAMSAR/Special Protection

Tree Preservation Order..................
15
Area.................................................
27

Ancient Monument.........................
16
Country Park...................................
28

Listed Building................................
17
National Nature Reserve………….
29

Conservation Area..........................
18
Special Area of Conservation…….
30
Regional Park..................................
19
National Park……………….…….
31
Listed Wildlife Site.........................
20
Other................................................
88
Local Nature Reserve.....................
21 
Not applicable..................................
98
Pipeline..........................................
22 
Q2.10
INTRUSIVENESS OF SITE:
Indicate the location of the site. Note that, by definition, only derelict sites can be located within the Countryside.

The website of the General Register Office for Scotland includes a list of all Scottish settlements with populations greater than 500, and their size.  This list can be used to identify settlements with populations greater than 2,000.  It can be viewed at:

http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/grosweb/grosweb.nsf/pages/scosett they can also provide shapefiles and maps of settlements (Tel 0131 314 4243 or email customer@gro-scotland.gov.uk).
General Location (‘INTRLOCN2’) :



         Code
Site in settlement with population equal to or over 2,000..................1

Site in settlement with population under 2,000.................................
2

Site in countryside.............................................................................
3

Indicate which of the factors below relate to the site, selecting up to two from ‘Surrounding Activity’ (i.e. the predominant land uses of the surrounding area) and one from ‘Visibility’ (i.e. the site’s proximity to a strategic road and/or rail network). Please note that as of 2006, additional visibility codes have been introduced allowing respondents to record whether sites are visible from passenger ferry routes.
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Surrounding activities (‘INTRSUR1 AND 2’):






          Code


Alignment 
          Code

Agriculture......................................
01
Retailing..........................................
13

Forestry/Woodland..........................
02
Storage............................................
14

Community & Health.......................
03
Transport.........................................
15

Defence...........................................
04
Utility Services.................................
16

Education........................................
05
Wholesale Distribution....................
17

Passive Open Space..........................
06
Business Class.................................
18

Recreation and Leisure.....................
07
Nature Conservation........................
19

Manufacturing.................................
08
Vacant/Derelict land.........................
20

Other General Industry.....................
09
Other................................................
88

Mineral Activity...............................
10
Not applicable.................................
98

Offices.............................................
11
Unknown.........................................
99

Residential.......................................
12

Visibility (‘INTRVISB’):




           

Code

Visible from 'A' class road or motorway..................................................
1


Visible from a passenger rail route….......................................................
2

Visible from 'A' class road or motorway & a passenger rail route….......
3

Visible from a passenger ferry route….…................................................
4
Visible from a passenger ferry route & an ‘A’ class road or motorway…
5

Visible from a passenger ferry route & a passenger rail route……….......
6

Visible from 'A' class road or motorway & a passenger rail route and                            a passenger ferry route..............................................................................       7

Not applicable..........................................................................................
 9

Q3.1
STATUS OF LOCAL PLAN (‘PLAN’):

Enter the appropriate code to indicate the current status of the plan.

Status:


         

Code

Adopted...........................................
1

Finalised..........................................
2

Not yet approved.............................
3

Unknown.........................................
9

Q3.2
MIXED USE, PREFERRED OR INTENDED USES, STATUS OF USE 
(‘MIXEDUSE’ ‘FUTUSE 1A, 1B, 2A, 2B, 3A, 3B’):
Supply information on the preferred or intended use/s for the site as given in the most recent local plan or other local authority policy document.  The mixed use variable allows authorities to identify sites where the land zoning (as identified in the most recent local plan) is for a combination of 2 or more uses. If a respondent’s expectation of future site-development is different from the current land zoning, they should refer to their ‘expectation’ when determining whether or not a site is a mixed use site. Only certain ‘combinations’ of preferred uses for a site are deemed to be ‘mixed use’ within the context of this question. Combinations must include 2 or more hard-end building development uses from different ‘Land Use Categories’. (See Question 3.2a)
The rules for classifying sites as either mixed or non-mixed use are that:-
1. When the land zoning and expectation of future development for a site are in agreement (or the expectation for future site development is unknown) the land zoning should determine whether or not a site is mixed use.


And

2. When the land zoning and expectation for future site development are in 
disagreement (for example imminent development is different from land zoning), it 
should be this expected future development that determines whether or not a site is 
mixed use.


If a site is mixed use, (i.e. the land zoning (or future expectation, whichever of the two 
is most likely to occur) is for two or more hard-end building development uses from 
different ‘Land Use Categories’) the preferred use that comprises the largest share of 
the site’s area (in hectares of floor space) should be entered under ‘FUTUSE1A’, the 
second largest share under ‘FUTUSE2A’ and so on. If the site only has two 
simultaneous uses identified then code FUTUSE3A with 98.  

If the land zoning is actually categorised specifically as a ‘mixed’ use, then code 
MIXEDUSE = 1, and FUTUSE1A = 22 (Mixed). Please note that Code 22 is a new 
option with the 2006 Survey. You may want to amend some of the information for the
existing 2005 sites. Any further information on what that mixed use will be should be 
coded under FUTUSE2A and FUTUSE3A.

For both mixed and non-mixed use sites, use the first part of each set (those labelled 
‘A’ – FUSTUSE1A to FUTUSE3A) to enter the appropriate code from the preferred 
uses’ list for the potential use, and indicate the status of that use in the second part 
(FUTUSE1B to FUTUSE3B). For ‘Status of Use’ please enter code 2 (‘Not 
Applicable’) where appropriate
[image: image7.wmf]
Further Information – Comprehensive Guidance Publication

Page Number

When isn’t a site mixed use? (MIXEDUSE = 2)


         

26
Is a site mixed use or not? (CASE EXAMPLES)




27
FLOWCHART – How do I know if site is a ‘Mixed Use’ site?


28
The preferred use code for ‘Forestry/Woodland’ has changed,                                                what should I select for sites that used to have code 2?



30
Q3.2 (a) Mixed use site (‘MIXEDUSE’):  


Is it a mixed use site?





      
         Code

Yes..................................................
1

No/Not known/Not applicable........
2

Combinations for Mixed Use


Land Use Category




Preferred Uses Code (see below)

1
Residential………………………………………………….
12


2

Business & Industry………………………………………..
08, 09, 14, 17, 18


3 
Offices/Retailing…………………....................................... 
11, 13


4
 
Community/Health/Education…………………...................
 03, 05


5  
 Recreation/Leisure………………........................................
 07


6
  
Other (defence, utility services, transport)………………….
 04, 15, 16, 88

7

Site specifically categorised as ‘Mixed Use’……………….  22

n/a
Preferred Uses not in a Land Use Category………01, 20, 21, 06, 10, 19, 98, 99
(b) Preferred uses (‘FUTUSE 1-3A’):       






Code

Agriculture………………………….
01

Community & Health………………
03

Defence…………………………….
04

Education…………………………..
05

Passive Open Space………………..
06

Recreation and Leisure…………….
07

Manufacturing……………………..
08

Other General Industry…………….
09

Mineral Activity…………………...
10

Offices……………………………..
11

Residential…………………………
12

Retailing…………………………...
13











           Code

Storage………………………….
14

Transport………………………..
15

Utility Services…………………
16
Wholesale Distribution…………
17
Business Class………………….
18
Nature Conservation……………
19
Community Based Woodland*….
20
Non-Community Based Woodland*
21
Mixed Use……………………….
22
Other……………………………..
88
Not applicable……………………
98
Unknown…………………………
99

(c) Status of use (‘FUTUSE 1-3B’):


Is this use shown in an adopted local plan?





                                 Code


Yes..................................................
1


No/Not known/Not applicable........
2

Q3.3
DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL (‘DEVPOT’):
The categorisation is intended to combine factual appreciation of the recorded information and planning status of a site, with a considered view of the likelihood of its development for either ‘hard’ or ‘soft’ end use (to be appraised and updated as required at the time of the Survey each year).  Codes 1-3 relate to ‘Developable’ ‘hard’ end uses, Code 4 to ‘Non-Developable’ ‘soft’ end uses.








Code
Developable - Short Term.......................................
1

Developable - Medium Term.................................
2

Developable - Undetermined.................................
3

Uneconomic to Develop/Soft End Use....................
4

Unknown (uncertain/insufficient information)........
9
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DELETING A SITE
Using Database SVDLS-B

This database should be used to record sites that have been wholly or partly brought back into productive use since the last SVDLS survey in 2007 or your council’s last return.  In the case of a derelict site this will have been following reclamation.  It should also be used to include sites removed from the survey for definitional reasons or due to naturalisation.

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE:

10)  How to record sites reclaimed from derelict to vacant status


The change is recorded in database SVDLS-B by selecting code 25 in the New Use section. 


Derelict sites ‘reclaimed to vacant pending new use’ should continue to be recorded in database SVDLS-A but the code in Q.2.2 should be changed to either code 21 or code 22 to show that the previously derelict site is now vacant.  
11)  How to record whole sites that have been brought back into productive use


Where whole sites have been brought back into productive use, details should be entered into database SVDLS-B and the sites should be deleted from the main database SVDLS-A.
12)  How to record sites partly brought back into productive use


Where a site has been partly brought back into productive use it should be treated as two sites.  Database SVDLS-B should be used to record the part of the site brought back into use.  Database SVDLS-A should be amended to reflect the change to the existing site. As previously stated, further information on the procedure to follow when recording site grid references for partially brought back sites, is available in the ‘Comprehensive Guidance’ publication on page 42.

Note:  If the vacant/derelict area remaining after a site has been brought partly back 

into productive use is less than 0.1 ha it should be deleted from database      

SVDLS-A.  Similarly, if the area being brought back into use is less than


0.1 ha then it should not be recorded in SVDLS-B.
13)
a) Sites forming part of a newer, large site
Where two or more sites become linked as a result of the addition of land between them becoming vacant or derelict, the old sites should be recorded in SVDLS-B, giving code 31 in the New Use section.  The new composite site should be recorded in SVDLS-A: site details, such as Ownership, Previous Use etc. should be assigned as per the most significant part of the site.  The decision as to whether to describe the site as new or existing in the Database History section will usually be made on the basis of whether or not the area of new land exceeds that formerly contained within the old sites.

b) Sites which have been broken into several smaller ones
In the opposite scenario to that described in the paragraph above, it is possible that when a site is partially brought back into use, the remaining vacant and derelict part no longer forms a single, contiguous site.  Where this is the case, the resulting smaller sites should be described separately in SVDLS-A, with new OS grid references, site codes etc. (NB, they should be described as existing sites in the Database History section).  The old site (less the area of land brought back into actual use) should be recorded in SVDLS-B, giving code 32 in the New Use section.  Thus, the whole former site will be given by two entries in SVDLS-B, one for the area brought back into use, and the other for the area broken into smaller sites, which remain in SVDLS-A.

c) Sites which have become naturalised

Where a site appears to have reverted to a naturalised state, as indicated through the 
degree of vegetation, and thus appears to have ‘blended’ back into the surrounding 
landscape, it should be removed from SVDLS-A and entered in SVDLS-B, giving 
code 33 in the New Use section.  Examples of where this might be the case are for old 
quarries, which are often designated as SSSIs etc., where there is little or no practical 
chance of redevelopment taking place.

d) Sites removed for definitional reasons

It is sometimes necessary to remove sites from SVDLS-A on the grounds that the 
current interpretation of the survey criteria does not render them vacant or derelict.  
These definitional changes to sites should be included in SVDLS-B, giving code 34 in 
the New Use section. As previously stated, further information on when respondents 
should and should not use code 34 is available in the ‘Comprehensive Guidance’ 
publication on page 41.
e) Vacant Sites not located within a Settlement Boundary
Sites that need to be removed from the 2008 SVDLS-A data set due to the 2005 change in definition for surveying urban vacant land (i.e. vacant sites not located within a settlement but within a 1km distance of a settlement’s boundary (at least 2,000 in population)) should be included in SVDLS-B using code 35.
The following information should be entered into database SVDLS-B.

CODES:


( COUNCIL CODE (‘COUNCODE’), Ref. p.8
( LOCAL ENTERPRISE CODE (‘LECCODE’), Ref. p.8

( LA REFERENCE FOR SITE (‘SITECODE’), Ref. p.9

( PREVIOUS  LA REFERENCE FOR SITE (‘PREVCODE’) 

(if different from the current one), Ref. p.9


( OS GRID REFERENCE (‘OSGRID’), Ref. p.9

( SITE PREVIOUSLY VACANT OR DERELICT (‘PREVVD’)









Code

Derelict  buildings.....................................................
11


Derelict land..............................................................
12


Derelict land and buildings.......................................
13


Operational land defined as derelict.........................
14


Vacant land...............................................................
21


Vacant land and buildings........................................
22


( AREA BROUGHT BACK INTO USE OR RECLAIMED (‘SITESIZE’)

Indicate the site size in hectares, to two decimal places. 


( NEW USE






Code 




Code

Agriculture............................
01 
Business Class......................
18

Forestry/Woodland...............
02
Nature Conservation..............
19

Community Health...............
03
Reclaimed to Vacant land

Defence................................
04
pending New Use...................
25

Education.............................
05
Sites Amalgamated into a Single,

Passive Open Space...............
06
Larger site...............................31

Recreation and Leisure.........
07
Site split into smaller ones......32

Manufacturing......................
08
Sites which have become

Other General Industrial.......
09
Naturalised..............................33

Mineral Activity....................
10
Land taken out of Survey

Offices...................................
11
for Definitional Reasons........
34

Residential.............................
12
Site taken out of Survey due to

Retailing................................
13
definitional change for urban
Storage.................................
14
vacant land…………………..35
Transport..............................
15
Other......................................
88

Utility Services.....................
16 
Unknown...............................
99


Wholesale Distribution.........
17

( MIXED NEW USE (‘MIXED’)
Indicate whether or not the new use of the site was mixed.

Yes..................................................
1

No/Not known/Not applicable........
2

( MONTH AND YEAR BROUGHT BACK INTO USE OR ESTABLISHED 
(‘INUSEMM AND INUSEYY’)

The format used for dates should be MM YYYY.

· FUNDING SOURCE FOR DEVELOPMENT / IMPROVEMENT (‘FUNDING and PUBLIC 1, 2 and 3’)
Indicate the development funding source used to bring the site back into productive use, and up to three sources of any public sector funding used.  Public funding can include money used to prepare the land for development, e.g. decontamination.  It may also include land that is sold by a public sector organisation at less than the market value, in order to encourage development.

If  ‘NEWUSE’ equals 33 or 34 (land removed for definitional reasons or due to naturalisation) then ‘FUNDING’ must equal None/Not Applicable (8).

Funding source (‘FUNDING’):  Code
Public only……………………
1

Private only…………………..
2

Mixed (public + private)……..
3

None / Not applicable………..
8

Unknown……………………..
9

If ‘FUNDING’ equal 2 then ‘PUBLIC 1/2/3’ must equal 8. (None / Not applicable)
If ‘FUNDING’ equal 8 then ‘PUBLIC 1/2/3’ must equal 8. (None / Not applicable)
If ‘FUNDING’ equal 9 then ‘PUBLIC 1/2/3’ must equal 9. (Unknown)
Public funding source (‘PUBLIC 1, 2 &3’):

Code
Local Authority…………………………………………..
1

Scottish Enterprise / Local Enterprise Company…………
2

Communities Scotland……………………………………
3

European Union…………………………………………..
4

Landfill Tax Credits………………………………………
5

Lottery funding……………………………………………
6 

Other Public Sector……………………………………….
7

None / Not applicable…………………………………….
8

Unknown………………………………………………….
9

ELECTRONIC DATA AND INFORMATION TRANSFER SYSTEM
The attached files enclosed with this guidance contain the survey data currently held for the 2007 survey.  The records are supplied in Microsoft Excel format (unless otherwise requested).  This will be recognised by most major software packages.  The data fields will be in the standard order with labels as listed below.  

In either case if you require assistance in loading and amending files please contact:

David Smith Tel. 0131 244 0439

Email: planstats@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
( Form Definition and Field Name List SVDLS-A
Item
Field Name



Excel Label

Type
1.1
Council Code



COUNCODE

Numeric

1.2
Local Enterprise Company Code
LECCODE

Numeric

1.3
LA Reference for Site


SITECODE

Character

1.4
Database History


DBHIST

Numeric

1.5
OS Grid Reference


OSGRID

Character

1.6
Name




NAME


Character


Address 1



ADDRESS1

Character


Address 2



ADDRESS2

Character


Address 3



ADDRESS3

Character
2.1
Site Size



SITESIZE

Fixed point numeric










(2 decimal places) 

2.2
Site Type (Vacant or Derelict)
SITETYPE

Numeric

2.3
Owner 1



OWNER1

Numeric


Owner 2



OWNER2

Numeric

2.4
Date of first inspection DD

INSPDD

Numeric


Date of first inspection MM

INSPMM

Numeric


Date of first inspection YYYY
INSPYY

Numeric

2.5
Length of time Vacant/Derelict
TIMEVD

Numeric

2.6 
Previous Use



PREVUSE

Numeric

2.7
Derelict Characteristics

DERCHAR

Numeric


2.8
Mineral Workings


MINERAL

Numeric

2.9
Environmental factors 1

ENVIR1

Numeric


Environmental factors 2

ENVIR2

Numeric


2.10
Intrusiveness – location 

INTRLOCN2

Numeric

Intrusiveness - surroundings 1
INTRSUR1

Numeric


Intrusiveness - surroundings 2
INTRSUR2

Numeric


Intrusiveness  - visibility

INTRVISB

Numeric
3.1
Plan Status



PLAN


Numeric

3.2
Mixed Use



MIXEDUSE

Numeric

Intended Uses - 1a


FUTUSE1A

Numeric


Intended Uses - 1b


FUTUSE1B

Numeric


Intended Uses - 2a


FUTUSE2A

Numeric


Intended Uses - 2b


FUTUSE2B

Numeric


Intended Uses - 3a


FUTUSE3A

Numeric


Intended Uses - 3b


FUTUSE3B

Numeric

3.3
Developability



DEVPOT

Numeric

( Form Definition and Field Name List SVDLS-B

Field Name 



Excel Label

Type

Council Code



COUNCODE

Numeric


Local Enterprise Company Code
LECCODE

Numeric


LA Reference for Site


SITECODE

Character


Previous LA Reference for Site
PREVCODE

Character


OS Grid Reference


OSGRID

Character


Site Previously Vacant or Derelict
PREVVD

Numeric  


Area Brought back into 

SITESIZE

Fixed point numeric


Use or Reclaimed





(2 decimal places)



New Use



NEWUSE

Numeric


Mixed New Use


MIXED

Numeric


Month brought back into use MM
INUSEMM

Numeric


Year brought into use YYYY

INUSEYY

Numeric


Funding source used 


FUND


Numeric


Public funding source 1

PUBLIC1

Numeric


Public funding source
2

PUBLIC2

Numeric


Public funding source
3

PUBLIC3

Numeric

The Excel files have a validation sheet in addition to the actual data sheet.  This carries out simple logical checks on the data and will display error codes when data is invalid.  This will allow validation and amendments to be carried out before returning the data to the Scottish Government.  
To keep the file size small, the formulae are only in the first 10 rows of the validation sheet and should be copied into the other empty rows as required.  The error codes are listed on the following page and in the Excel Workbook itself.

	Error
	Variable(s) Being Checked
	Question
	Problem Description

	1
	SITECODE
	1.3
	No local authority site code supplied

	2
	DBHIST
	1.4
	Database history code not valid or no code supplied

	3
	OSGRID
	1.5
	No OS grid reference supplied

	4
	NAME+ADDRESS1
	1.6
	No site name or address supplied

	5
	SITESIZE
	2.1
	Site size less than 0.1 hectares or no site size supplied

	6
	SITETYPE
	2.2
	Site vacant or derelict code not valid or no code supplied

	8
	VACANT+COUNTRYSIDE
	2.2
	Site is vacant and in the countryside (code 3 for INTRLOCN2)

	9
	OWNER1
	2.3
	Owner 1 code not valid or no code supplied (Note: owner 1 cannot be 998)

	10
	OWNER2
	2.3
	Owner 2 code not valid or no code supplied

	11
	OWNER1+OWNER2
	2.3
	If Owner 1 code is not 999 then Owner 2 code is not 999

	12
	INSPDD
	2.4
	Day of first inspection not between 1 and 31 inclusive

	13
	INSPMM
	2.4
	Month of first inspection not between 1 and 12 inclusive

	14
	INSPYY
	2.4
	Year of first inspection not between 1980 and 2008 inclusive

	15
	TIMEVD
	2.5
	Length of time vacant or derelict code not valid or no code supplied

	16
	PREVUSE
	2.6
	Previous use code not valid or no code supplied

	17
	DERCHAR
	2.7
	Derelict characteristics indicator code not valid or no code supplied

	18
	DERCHAR+SITETYPE
	2.2+2.7
	Derelict characteristics indicator code is 1 to 8 but SITETYPE code is not Derelict

	19
	MINERAL
	2.8
	Mineral workings code not valid or no code supplied

	20
	ENVIR1
	2.9
	Environmental factor 1 code not valid or no code supplied

	21
	ENVIR2
	2.9
	Environmental factor 2 code not valid or no code supplied

	22
	INTRLOCN2
	2.10
	Intrusiveness location code not valid or no code supplied

	23
	INTRSUR1
	2.10
	Intrusiveness surroundings 1 code not valid or no code supplied

	24
	INTRSUR2
	2.10
	Intrusiveness surroundings 2 code not valid or no code supplied

	25
	INTRVISB
	2.10
	Intrusiveness visibility code not valid or no code supplied

	26
	PLAN
	3.1
	Status of local plan code not valid or no code supplied

	27
	MIXEDUSE
	3.2
	Mixed Use code not valid or no code supplied

	28
	FUTUSE1A
	3.2
	Preferred or intended use 1a code not valid or no code supplied

	29
	FUTUSE1B
	3.2
	Preferred or intended use 1b code not valid or no code supplied

	30
	FUTUSE2A
	3.2
	Preferred or intended use 2a code not valid or no code supplied

	31
	FUTUSE2B
	3.2
	Preferred or intended use 2b code not valid or no code supplied

	32
	FUTUSE3A
	3.2
	Preferred or intended use 3a code not valid or no code supplied

	33
	FUTUSE3B
	3.2
	Preferred or intended use 3b code not valid or no code supplied

	34


	DEVPOT
	3.3
	Development potential code not valid or no code supplied


	Error
	Variable(s) Being Checked
	Question
	Problem Description

	35
	SITECODE
	SVDLS-B
	No local authority site code supplied

	36
	OSGRID
	SVDLS-B
	No OS grid reference supplied

	37
	PREVVD
	SVDLS-B
	Previously vacant or derelict code not valid or no code supplied

	38
	SITESIZE
	SVDLS-B
	Site size less than 0.1 hectares or no site size supplied

	39
	NEWUSE
	SVDLS-B
	New use code not valid or no code supplied

	40
	INUSEMM
	SVDLS-B
	Month brought back into use not between 1 and 12 inclusive

	41
	INUSEYY
	SVDLS-B
	Year brought back into use not between 1980 and 2008 inclusive

	42
	FUNDING
	SVDLS-B
	No funding source code supplied

	43
	PUBLIC1
	SVDLS-B
	No public funding source code supplied

	44
	PUBLIC2
	SVDLS-B
	No public funding source code supplied

	45
	PUBLIC3
	SVDLS-B
	No public funding source code supplied

	46
	PRIVATE FUNDING
	SVDLS-B
	If funding source private then public 1/2/3 should be 8 None N/A

	47
	N/A FUNDING
	SVDLS-B
	If funding source none/ N.A then public 1/2/3 should be 8 None N/A

	48
	UNKNOWN FUNDING
	SVDLS-B
	If funding source is unknown then public 1/2/3 should be 9 unknown


RETURN PROCEDURE
Two files need to be sent back.

The first, SVDLS-A, contains both the data for the vacant and derelict sites that were on the 2007 survey which you have updated and the data for any new sites you have included this year.  The information required and the ordering of the fields for the first file is listed above under Form Definition and Field Name List SVDLS-A
The second file, SVDLS-B, relates to those sites which have been wholly or partially returned to productive use or those which have been removed from the survey for definitional reasons.  The information required and the ordering of the fields for this second file is listed above under Form Definition and Field Name List SVDLS-B
When you are sending the amended data back it would be helpful if you could submit the data in a form readable by Excel.  In doing so, you can also utilise the automatic validation spreadsheets which pick up coding and logic mistakes. 
As usual, all fields, except the address fields, must have an entry, even if it is only the code for ‘Not Applicable’ or ‘Unknown’.  Please ensure that the OS Grid references are unique.  The computer at our end assumes that no two sites can contain the same grid reference and rejects any duplicates. 

Please return files by email to the following address:

planstats@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
If you would prefer to return the files by post, it would be helpful if you could label your disk(s) with the name of your council and return to:

David Smith
Environment and Planning Statistics Branch

1-F

Victoria Quay

Edinburgh

EH6 6QQ

If you have any queries with any of the points raised in these notes or require guidance on completion of your returns then please telephone David Smith or send an email to the above address.



David Smith Tel. 0131 244 0439

Note: Councils with their own databases and not updating from the EXCEL  spreadsheets supplied by Scottish Government should ensure that all new sites recorded in 2007 are now coded 2, rather than 1.
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