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1.  Introduction 
 
This bulletin presents information for the years 1997 to 2006 on the issue of firearm and shot gun 
certificates under the Firearms Act 1968 (as amended).  For 2005 and 2006, Fife Constabulary data on 
the breakdown of applications and weapon type are not wholly consistent with corresponding 
certificate totals (see Note 2 in the Annex). Statistics on the number of crimes and offences involving 
the alleged use of a firearm in 2005-06 were published in the Scottish Executive statistical bulletin, 
“Recorded Crimes and Offences Involving Firearms, Scotland, 2005-06" in November 2006.  The 
corresponding figures for 2006-07 will be published in October 2007. 
 
Changes in regulations regarding the length of time a firearm or shot gun certificate was valid for took 
effect from 1 January 1995, increasing the period of certification from three to five years.  As this 
includes both applications for new certificates and renewals of existing certificates this effectively 
meant that no certificates required renewal in either 1998 or 1999.  This had the knock-on effect of 
reducing numbers of renewals in 2003 and 2004, with numbers rising again in 2005 and 2006.  
Numbers of cancellations are similarly affected.  Further information is given in the Notes in the 
Annex.  
 

Chart 1  Firearm and shot gun certificates on issue at 31 December, Scotland, 1997-2006
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2. Main Points 
 
 
• There were 26,234 firearm certificates on issue at the end of 2006, a decrease of 1 per cent on the 

previous year, and 16 per cent lower than the number in 1997. 
 
• In 2006, there were 1,156 applications for new firearms certificates, an increase of 7 per cent 

compared with 2005.  There were 1,389 cancellations of firearm certificates and 41 firearm 
certificates were revoked (see Annex Notes 2 and 12). 

 
• In 2006, 6,605 firearm certificates were renewed, an increase of 2 per cent from 2005 (see Annex 

Notes 2 and 12).  Seventeen applications for renewal were refused.  
 
• The 26,234 firearm certificates on issue at the end of 2006 covered the possession of 66,164 

firearms, a 3 per cent increase compared to 2005.  This represents an average number of firearms 
possessed for each certificate of 2.5. 

 
• There were 49,974 shot gun certificates on issue at the end of 2006, a decrease of 2 per cent on 

the previous year. 
 
• The number of applications for a new shot gun certificate was 1,862 in 2006, almost the same as 

in 2005.  There were 1,844 successful applications in 2006, compared to 2,879 cancellations (see 
Annex Notes 2 and 12).  

 
• There were 13,400 renewed shot gun certificates in 2006 (see Annex Notes 2 and 12). Thirty 

applications (0.2 per cent) for renewal were refused in 2006. 
 
• The 49,974 shot gun certificates on issue in 2006 covered the possession of 132,181 shot guns, an 

increase of 2 per cent compared to 2005.  In 2006, the average number of shot guns possessed for 
each certificate was 2.6. 

 
• Strathclyde, Grampian and Northern police force areas jointly accounted for more than half of all 

firearm and shot gun certificates on issue at the end of 2006. 
 
• The number of firearm and shot gun certificates on issue per head of population was highest in the 

Northern police force area and lowest in Strathclyde.  
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3. Commentary     
      
 
3.1 Firearm Certificates (Tables 1 to 3) 
 
• There were 26,234 firearm certificates on issue at the end of 2006, a decrease of 1 per cent from 

2005 and continuing the general downward trend in numbers over the last 10 years. 
 
• In 2006, there were 1,156 applications for new firearms certificates, an increase of 7 per cent 

compared with 2005.  Over the ten-year period 1997-2006 the annual number of applications for 
new firearms certificates has decreased by 11 per cent, from 1,304 in 1997.  The number of 
applications granted in 2006 was 1,147 and 9 applications ( less than 1 per cent) were refused. 

 
• In 2006, 6,605 firearm certificates were renewed, an increase of 2 per cent on 2005 (see Annex 

Notes 2 and 12).  Seventeen applications for renewal were refused, up from 5 refusals in 2005.   
 
• There were 1,389 cancellations of firearm certificates in 2006, compared to 1,372 cancellations in 

2005 (see Annex Notes 2 and 12).  In addition, 41 firearm certificates were revoked. 
Cancellations outnumbered successful applications, thus decreasing the number of certificates on 
issue at the end of the year. 

Chart 2  New granted applications, cancellations and revocations, and total on issue
of firearm certificates, Scotland, 1997-2006 (1)(2)
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(1)  Figures for 1998, 1999, 2003 and 2004 are affected by changes in regulations.  See Annex Note 12.
(2)  For 2005 and 2006, Fife Constabulary data on the breakdown of applications and weapon type are not wholly
       consistent with corresponding certificate totals.  See Annex Note 2.

 
 
• Over a quarter (7,131) of all firearms certificates on issue were in the Northern police force area, 

while Grampian and Strathclyde jointly accounted for nearly a third of the total. 
 
• The number of firearm certificates on issue per head of population was highest in the Northern 

police force area (2,517 per 100,000 population) and lowest in Strathclyde (168 per 100,000 
population). 

 
• The 26,234 firearm certificates on issue at December 31 2006 covered the possession of 66,164 

firearms, a 3 per cent increase compared to 2005.  In addition, the certificates on issue authorised 
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a further 8,410 firearms to be purchased or acquired (see Annex Note 11).  The average number of 
firearms possessed for each certificate was 2.5 in 2006. 

 
• Eighty-three per cent of certified firearms where the type of weapon was known were rifles  

(possessed or authorised to be purchased). 
 
 
3.2 Shot Gun Certificates (Tables 4 to 5a) 
 
• There were 49,974 shot gun certificates on issue at the end of 2006, a decrease of 2 per cent on 

2005. 
 
• The number of applications for a new shot gun certificate was 1,862 in 2006, very similar to the 

2005 figure of 1,833.  There were 1,844 successful applications in 2006, compared to 2,879 
cancellations.  

 

Chart 3  New granted applications, cancellations and revocations, and total on issue 
of shot gun certificates, Scotland, 1997-2006 (1)(2)
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(1)  Figures for 1998, 1999, 2003 and 2004 are affected by changes in regulations.  See Annex Note 12.
(2)  For 2005 and 2006, Fife Constabulary data on the breakdown of applications and weapon type are not wholly
       consistent with corresponding certificate totals.  See Annex Note 2.

 
 
• There were 13,400 renewed shot gun certificates in 2006, a decrease of 2 per cent compared with 

13,690 renewals in 2005 (see Annex Notes 2 and 12).  Thirty applications (0.2 per cent) for 
renewal were refused in 2006, compared to 8 refusals in 2005. 

 
• In 2006, 2,879 shotgun certificates were cancelled, a decrease of 10 per cent compared with 3,215 

cancellations in 2005 (see Annex Notes 2 and 12), while 77 were revoked, an increase of 33 per 
cent on the 58 certificates revoked in 2005.   

 
• Strathclyde (9,126), Grampian (9,036) and Northern (8,770) police force areas jointly accounted 

for more than half of all shot gun certificates on issue at the end of 2006. 
 
• The number of shot gun certificates on issue per head of population was highest in Northern 

police force area (3,096 per 100,000 population) and lowest in Strathclyde (413 per 100,000 
population). 
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• The 49,974 shot gun certificates on issue in 2006 covered the possession of 132,181 shot guns, an 
increase of 2 per cent compared to 2005.  In 2006, the average number of shot guns possessed for 
each certificate was 2.6. 
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Chart 4  Firearm and shot gun certificates on issue at 31 December 2006 per 100,000 population

 
 
3.3 Firearm Dealers (Tables 6 and 7) 
 
• There were 283 registered firearm dealers in Scotland in 2006, up from 275 in 2005. 
 
• In 2006, 31 dealers had their request for renewal of their registration granted, with 26 new dealer 

registrations granted. There were no refusals for new or renewal of registration among dealers, 
while 18 registrations were cancelled.  

 
3.4 Visitors’ Permits (Table 8) 
 
• The number of applications for Visitors' Permits from both EC and non-EC residents in 2006 

totalled 2,401 for firearms (down from 2,509 in 2005) and 4,380 for shot guns (down from 4,815 
in 2005). 

 
3.5 European Firearm Passes (Table 9) 
 
• The number of European Firearm Passes on issue at the end of 2006 was 974, compared to 891 in 

2005. 
 
3.6 Article 7 Authorities (Table 10) 
 
• There  were 3 applications (granted) for Article 7 Authorities made by certificate holders in 2006, 

compared to 1 in 2005.
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4. Appendix of tables 
 
Firearm certificates 
 
Table 1  Firearm certificates : New applications (granted and refused) and certificates on issue at 31 

December, 1997-2006 
  
Table 2 Firearm certificates : Applications for new and renewals (granted and refused); variations, 

cancellations, revocations and certificates on issue at 31 December 2006, by police force 
area   

Table 2A Firearm certificates : Number of cancellations, revocations and certificates and percentage 
on issue at 31 December, 1997-2006 

 
Table 3 Firearm certificates : Number of firearms possessed on certificate and firearms authorised 

to be purchased or acquired on certificate in force at the end of the year by type of weapon, 
2006 

 
 
Shot gun certificates 
 
Table 4 Shot gun certificates : New applications (granted and refused) and certificates on issue at 

31 December, 1997-2006 
 
Table 5 Shot gun certificates : Applications for new and renewals (granted and refused); 

cancellations, revocations and certificates on issue at 31 December 2006, by police force 
area 

 
Table 5A Shot gun certificates : Number of cancellations, revocations and certificates on issue at 31 

December, 1997-2006 
 
 
Firearm dealers 
  
Table 6 Firearms dealers : New applications for registration (of which granted and refused) and 

dealers registered at 31 December, 1997-2006 
 
Table 7 Firearms dealers : New and renewal applications for registration from dealers (granted and 

refused); dealers registered at 31 December 2006, by police force area 
   
Visitors’ Permits 
 
Table 8 Visitors' Permits : Number of applications from EC and non-EC residents by police force 

area, 2006 
   
European Firearm Passes 
 
Table 9 European Firearm Passes : Applications for new and renewals; variations, cancellations 

and passes on issue at 31 December 2006, by police force area 
 
Article 7 Authorities 
 
Table 10 Number of applications (granted) by certificate and non-certificate holders and for 

possession outside UK, 1997-2006 
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Firearm certificates : New applications (granted and refused) Table 1
and certificates on issue at 31 December, 1997-2006
Scotland Number

Firearm certificates on
Year issue at 31 December (2) (3)

Granted Refused

1997 1,291 13 31,094
1998 962 20 31,072
1999 857 12 30,536
2000 1,152 10 28,778
2001 1,308 15 27,302
2002 1,214 17 26,212
2003 1,023 14 26,605
2004 1,086 12 26,897
2005 1,059 18 26,511
2006 1,147 9 26,234

       with corresponding certificate totals.  See Annex Note 2.

(2)  Grampian police force, up to and including 1998, relied upon a manual auditing system. The year 1999 was the

       first to be monitored by a dedicated firearms licensing computer and the figures produced for the annual return in 

       January 2000 (for the year 1999) showed serious differences when compared with the previously submitted figures 

       for 1998.  The previously produced manual figures relied upon an arithmetical calculation which it is now clear,

       over the course of many years, produced increasingly inaccurate figures.

(3)  In 2001, Lothian & Borders implemented a fully computer-generated firearms certificates statistical return.

       This resulted in the number of firearm certificates, shotgun certificates (on issue) and registered firearms dealers

       at 31 December 2001 being recorded as very slightly lower than expected based on the equivalent figures recorded

       on 31 December 2000.

Applications(1) for new  

firearm certificate

(1)  For 2005 and 2006, Fife Constabulary data on the breakdown of applications and weapon type are not wholly consistent  
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Firearm certificates : Applications for new and renewals (granted and refused); Table 2
variations, cancellations, revocations and certificates on issue at 31 December 2006, by police force area Number & Rate

Applications
Firearm Firearm 

New Renewal of Variation of Cancell - Revo - certificates certificates
Police force area firearm certificate firearm certificate firearm certificate ations(2) cations(2) on issue at on issue at

Fee(1) No Fee 31 December 31 December
Granted Refused Granted Refused Charged Charged per 100,000 popn(3)

Central 48 - 239 - 28 32 48 2 917 320
Dumfries & Galloway 70 2 518 1 64 93 89 2 2,135 1,442
Fife (4) 77 - 277 - 29 48 84 1 1,113 310
Grampian 235 - 1,147 4 181 110 258 7 4,503 850
Lothian & Borders 160 2 927 1 124 158 182 8 3,624 398
Northern 238 3 1,845 5 265 445 354 12 7,131 2,517
Strathclyde 156 2 910 5 163 177 191 7 3,706 168
Tayside 163 - 742 1 136 247 183 2 3,105 793

All forces 1,147 9 6,605 17 990 1,310 1,389 41 26,234 513

(1)   A fee is charged where a variation increases the number of firearms authorised by the certificate.

(2)   Cancellation of a certificate is undertaken by the holder; revocations are at the authority of the Chief Constable and occur in instances where it is believed the holder should no longer be allowed to

        possess a firearm.

(3)   Population as at mid-June 2006.

(4)   Fife Constabulary data on the breakdown of applications and weapon type are not wholly consistent with corresponding certificate totals.  See Annex Note 2.  
 
 
Firearm certificates : Number of cancellations(1)(2), revocations and certificates Table 2A
and percentage on issue at 31 December, 1997 - 2006 Number & Percentage

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

Number of certificates 
on issue at 31 December (3) (4) 31,094 31,072 30,356 28,778 27,302 26,212 26,605 26,897 26,511 26,234

Number of cancellations 2,069 918 777 2,752 2,651 2,241 657 772 1,372 1,389
Percentage of number on issue 6.5 3.0 2.5 9.0 9.2 8.2 2.5 2.9 5.1 5.2
at end of previous December

Number of revocations 80 61 74 48 44 48 34 37 35 41
Percentage of number on issue 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2
at end of previous December

(1)  Figures for 1998, 1999, 2003 and 2004 are affected by changes in regulations.  See Annex Note 12.

(2)  For 2005 and 2006, Fife Constabulary data on the breakdown of applications and weapon type are not wholly consistent with corresponding certificate totals.  See Annex Note 2.

(3)   Grampian police force, up to and including 1998, relied upon a manual auditing system. The year 1999 was the first  to be monitored by a dedicated firearms licensing computer and

       the figures produced for the annual return in January 2000 (for the year 1999) showed serious differences when compared with the previously submitted figures for 1998.  

      The previously produced manual figures relied upon an arithmetical calculation which it is now clear, over the course of many years, produced increasingly inaccurate figures.
(4)   In 2001, Lothian & Borders implemented a fully computer-generated firearms certificates statistical return. This resulted in the number of firearm certificates, shotgun certificates

      and registered firearms dealers at 31 December 2001 being recorded as very slightly lower than expected based on the equivalent figures recorded at 31 December 2000  
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Firearm certificates : Number of firearms possessed on certificate and firearms authorised to be purchased or acquired Table 3
on certificate in force at the end of the year by type of weapon, 2006 (1)

Scotland Number

Firearms on Section 1 Rifle Handgun(2) Miscellaneous(4) Total(5)

certificate shot gun Under Bolt Rifle Handgun Rifle Handgun
lever action

Possessed 1,601 44,101 550 135 12 213 483 240 255 4,808 66,164
Authorised to be
purchased / acquired 150 5,447 90 9 1 59 163 99 - 969 8,410

Total 1,751 49,548 640 144 13 272 646 339 255 5,777 74,574

(1)  See Note 11 of Annex
(2)  Includes those weapons which were exempt from the Firearms (Amendment)(No 2) Act 1997 e.g. single shot humane killers, shot pistols, grade 1 starters, trophies of war,
       antique firearms and 'handguns' used by the SSPCA.
(3)  See Note 6 of Annex
(4)  Includes weapons such as section 5 firearms, tranquillising rifles etc.
(5)  Scotland Total does not match the sum of weapon types, for the following reasons:
       (i)  Fife Constabulary data on the breakdown of applications and weapon type are not wholly consistent with corresponding certificate totals.  See Annex Note 2.
       (ii)  Total number of firearms possessed and firearms authorised to be purchased/acquired for Tayside was 13,739 and 1,459 respectively.  
              However, due to the computer system in use a breakdown by type of weapon could not be provided.  Tayside's figures are however included in the Scottish totals shown above.

Type of weapon

Carbine Muzzleloader Airweapon(3)
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Shot gun certificates : New applications (granted and refused) Table 4
and certificates on issue at 31 December, 1997-2006
Scotland Number

Applications(1) for new Shot gun certificates on Number of shotguns
Year shot gun certificate issue at 31 December (2) (3) held on certificate

Granted Refused

1997 1,727 34 63,215 n/a
1998 1,494 36 63,100 129,563
1999 1,107 35 62,919 127,494
2000 1,579 52 58,627 123,994
2001 1,806 34 54,634 121,472
2002 1,672 46 51,778 122,551
2003 1,618 38 52,421 125,395
2004 1,369 31 52,409 129,218
2005 1,833 26 51,029 129,630
2006 1,844 18 49,974 132,181

(1)  For 2005 and 2006, Fife Constabulary data on the breakdown of applications and weapon type are not wholly consistent  

       with corresponding certificate totals.  See Annex Note 2.

(2)  Grampian police force, up to and including 1998, relied upon a manual auditing system. The year 1999 was the

       first to be monitored by a dedicated firearms licensing computer and the figures produced for the annual return in 

       January 2000 (for the year 1999) showed serious differences when compared with the previously submitted figures 

       for 1998.  The previously produced manual figures relied upon an arithmetical calculation which it is now clear,

       over the course of many years, produced increasingly inaccurate figures.

(3)  In 2001, Lothian & Borders implemented a fully computer-generated firearms certificates statistical return.
       This resulted in the number of firearm certificates, shotgun certificates (on issue) and registered firearms dealers

       at 31 December 2001 being recorded as very slightly lower than expected based on the equivalent figures recorded

       on 31 December 2000.
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Shot gun certificates : Applications for new and renewals (granted and refused); Table 5
cancellations, revocations and certificates on issue at 31 December 2006, by police force area Number & Rate

Applications
Shot gun Shot gun

New Renewal of Cancell - Revo - certificates certificates
Police force area shot gun certificate shot gun certificate ations(1) cations(1) on issue at on issue at

31 December 31 December
Granted Refused Granted Refused per 100,000 popn(2)

Central 74 1 590 1 126 2 2,215 773
Dumfries & Galloway 134 5 1,165 2 205 7 4,238 2,863
Fife (3) 133 - 709 - 226 3 2,741 764
Grampian 355 1 2,547 5 503 16 9,036 1,705
Lothian & Borders 312 4 2,077 - 412 15 7,951 872
Northern 296 3 2,487 7 468 15 8,770 3,096
Strathclyde 303 4 2,287 14 624 9 9,126 413
Tayside 237 - 1,538 1 315 10 5,897 1,506

All forces 1,844 18 13,400 30 2,879 77 49,974 977

(1)  Cancellation of a certificate is undertaken by the holder; revocations are at the authority of the Chief Constable and occur in instances where it is believed the holder

       should no longer be allowed to possess a shotgun.

(2)  Population as at mid-June 2006.  

(3)  Fife Constabulary data on the breakdown of applications and weapon type are not wholly consistent with corresponding certificate totals.  See Annex Note 2.  
 
 
Shot gun certificates : Number of cancellations(1)(2), revocations and certificates Table 5A
and percentage on issue at 31 December, 1997 - 2006 Number & Percentage

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

Number of certificates 
on issue at 31 December (3) (4) 63,215 63,100 62,919 58,627 54,634 51,778 52,421 52,409 51,029 49,974

Number of cancellations 4,379 1,509 1,235 5,612 5,618 4,492 1,016 1,378 3,125 2,879
Percentage of number on issue 6.6 2.4 2.0 8.9 9.6 8.2 2.0 2.6 6.0 5.6
at end of previous December

Number of revocations 159 129 175 102 81 67 78 83 58 77
Percentage of number on issue 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.2
at end of previous December

(1)  Figures for 1998, 1999, 2003 and 2004 are affected by changes in regulations.  See Annex Note 12.

(2)  For 2005 and 2006, Fife Constabulary data on the breakdown of applications and weapon type are not wholly consistent with corresponding certificate totals.  See Annex Note 2. 
(3)  Grampian police force, up to and including 1998, relied upon a manual auditing system. The year 1999 was the first  to be monitored by a dedicated firearms licensing computer and
      the figures produced for the annual return in January 2000 (for the year 1999) showed serious differences when compared with the previously submitted figures for 1998.  
      The previously produced manual figures relied upon an arithmetical calculation which it is now clear, over the course of many years, produced increasingly inaccurate figures.
(4)  In 2001, Lothian & Borders implemented a fully computer-generated firearms certificates statistical return. This resulted in the number of firearm certificates, 
      shotgun certificates  (on issue) and registered firearms dealers at 31 December 2001 being recorded as very slightly lower than expected based on the 
      equivalent figures recorded at 31 Decemb  
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Firearms dealers : New applications for registration (of which Table 6
granted and refused) and dealers registered at 31 December, 1997-2006
Scotland Number

New application for Dealers registered at 
Year registration from dealers 31 December(1)

Granted Refused

1997 12 313
1998 23 295
1999 13 283
2000 13 278
2001 25 273
2002 33 285
2003 16 284
2004 18 280
2005 24 275
2006 26 283

(1)  In 2001, Lothian & Borders implemented a fully computer-generated firearms certificates statistical return. 

      This resulted in the number of firearm certificates,  shotgun certificates (on issue) and registered firearms dealers  
      at 31 December 2001 being recorded as very slightly lower than expected based on the  equivalent

      figures recorded at 31 December 2000.

-

-
-

-
-
-
1
1
-

-

 
 
 
Firearms dealers : New and renewal applications for registration Table 7
from dealers (granted and refused); dealers registered at 
31 December 2006, by police force area Number

Dealers
Police force area registered at

Refused Refused 31 December 

Central 2 - - - - 7
Dumfries & Galloway 5 - 4 - 1 22
Fife 1 - 1 - 1 11
Grampian 5 - 7 - 5 47
Lothian & Borders 4 - 3 - 5 25
Northern 1 - 4 - 3 56
Strathclyde 3 - 11 - 3 69
Tayside 5 - 1 - - 46

All forces 26 - 31 - 18 283

Cancell-
ations

Applications for registration from dealers
Renewal of registrationNew registration

Granted Granted
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Visitors' Permits (1) : Number of applications from Table 8
EC and non-EC residents by police force area, 2006 Number

Applications
Police force area EC residents Non - EC residents Total Applications

Firearms Shot guns Firearms Shot guns Firearms Shot guns

Central 59 45 - 10 59 55
Dumfries & Galloway 149 285 9 33 158 318
Fife 50 346 6 50 56 396
Grampian 384 588 78 59 462 647
Lothian & Borders 124 302 9 107 133 409
Northern 857 849 63 88 920 937
Strathclyde 379 191 29 19 408 210
Tayside 192 1,339 13 69 205 1,408

All forces 2,194 3,945 207 435 2,401 4,380

(1)  See Note 16 of Annex.  
 
European Firearm Passes : Applications for new and renewals; variations, cancellations Table 9
and passes on issue at 31 December 2006, by police force area Number

Applications issued European
New European Renewal of Variation of Cancell - Firearm Passes

Police force area Firearms European European ations on issue at
Pass(1) Firearms Pass Firearms Pass(2) 31 December

Central 10 11 - 11 52
Dumfries & Galloway 8 22 - 11 71
Fife 10 5 - 14 41
Grampian 21 27 - 14 125
Lothian & Borders 45 17 9 2 235
Northern 25 4 6 19 56
Strathclyde 39 33 3 12 280
Tayside 23 26 10 15 114

All forces 181 145 28 98 974
(1)  An applicant for an European Firearm Pass must hold a valid firearm or shot gun certificate.
       If the applicant holds a certificate and applies for a pass then a European Firearm Pass will be issued.
(2)  Variation refers only to the insertion or deletion of firearm particulars on the Pass.  
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Article 7 Authorities : Number of applications (granted) by certificate          Table 10
and non-certificate holders and for possession outside UK, 1997-2006
Scotland Number

Year
Cert. holders Non-cert. holders For possession outside UK

1997 1 - 1
1998 1 - 1
1999 2 - 1
2000 3 - -
2001 4 - -
2002 1 - -
2003 - - -
2004 - - -
2005 1 - -
2006 3 - -

Number of applications (granted)
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Annex 
 
5. Notes on statistics used in this bulletin 
 
Accuracy of the statistics 
 
1. The statistics in this bulletin are provided by each Scottish police force in an annual aggregate 
return to the Scottish Executive Justice Department.    
 
2. Despite the efforts of both the Force and the Scottish Police Information Strategy (SPIS), Fife 
Constabulary has been unable to fully resolve a software problem on their Firearms Licensing Recording 
System.  This has affected the figures returned by the Force for 2005 and 2006.  The figures in relation to 
the total numbers of Firearm and Shotgun certificates held are accurate but the data in relation to 
applications and variations is not wholly consistent with these totals.  The data for Firearms Dealers, 
Visitors Permit and European Passes is not affected by this problem. 
 
3. The Scotland figures in this bulletin relating to 2005 are different from those published last year.  
This is because this is the first time that 2005 figures have been published for Fife.  Due to Fife’s 
difficulties at the time, last year’s bulletin contained 2004 data for Fife instead of 2005.  The problems 
experienced by Fife are not expected to have any effect on the total number of certificates in 2005 and 
2006, but will impact slightly on the numbers relating to applications and cancellations in those years, 
along with the breakdown of weapon type shown in Table 3.   
 
Regulations on the issue of firearm and shot gun certificates 
 
4. All persons acquiring or in possession of a firearm or shot gun must have a certificate issued by 
the Chief Constable for the police force area in which the person lives, unless they are otherwise exempt.  
Persons sentenced to any form of custody for a period of three years or more may be prohibited from 
possessing firearms for a period of up to life, depending upon the sentence. 
 
5. For weapons covered by Section 1 of the 1968 Act and Section 2 of the 1988 Act, which includes 
rifles, large magazine smooth bore guns and especially dangerous air weapons, the Chief Constable must 
be satisfied that an applicant has good reason for wanting a weapon, is fit to be entrusted with it, and that 
the public safety or the peace will not be endangered.  The certificate lists the number, type and serial 
number of each weapon held and any conditions attached (a standard condition is that weapons and 
ammunition are held in a secure place when not in use). 
 
6. A certificate is required for air weapons of a type declared by the Secretary of State under the 
Dangerous Air Weapons Rules 1969 (as amended) to be specifically dangerous.  The vast majority of air 
weapons held in Scotland do not require a certificate.  Since 20 January 2004 the sale, manufacture and 
import of  Self Contained Gas Cartridge (SCGC) air weapons has been banned.  Individuals had until 30 
April 2004 to surrender these weapons or apply for a licence.  This has had the result of significantly 
increasing the number of airweapons possessed on certificate compared to previous years. 
 
7. Shot gun certificates, covered by Section 2 of the 1968 Act and Section 2 of the 1988 Act, permit 
the holder to possess any number of shot guns, which can include pump-action and self-loading weapons 
which have a magazine which is incapable of holding more than two cartridges but excluding large 
magazine smooth bore guns.  Applications may not be granted or renewed if a Chief Constable has reason 
to believe that the applicant is prohibited by the Firearms Acts from possessing a shot gun.  Nor may 
applications be granted or renewed unless the Chief Constable is satisfied that the applicant can be 
permitted to possess a shot gun without danger to public safety or to the peace (Section 3 of the 
1988 Act).  The certificate specifies the description of the shot guns including, if known, the 
identification numbers of the guns. 
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8. Certain types of weapons (e.g. machine guns) are prohibited under Section 5 of the 1968 Act as 
amended by Section 1 of the 1988 Act; their possession can only be granted by the Secretary of State or 
Scottish Ministers after careful enquiries by the police. 
 
9. Following the Dunblane incident changes to the existing firearms legislation were introduced  to 
enhance public safety.  As a result, the Firearms (Amendment) Act 1997 (“the 1997 Act”) was 
implemented and thereafter the Firearms (Amendment)(No.2) Act 1997 ("the 1997 (No.2) Act").  Under 
the 1997 Act, all pistols (otherwise referred to as “handguns”) over .22 calibre were banned with effect 
from 1 October 1997.  A hand-in scheme between 1 July and 30 September 1997 resulted in the surrender 
of 6,262 large calibre handguns in Scotland, while 1,751 small calibre handguns were also handed in 
voluntarily.  Similarly, there was a second hand-in period between 1 February and 28 February 1998 for 
the surrender of all small calibre handguns (up to and including .22 calibre) under the 1997 (No.2) Act, 
which came into effect from 1 March 1998. The Scottish surrender saw 1,013 small calibre guns handed 
in. A number of types of handgun were exempted from the 1997 (No.2) Act including muzzle-loading 
guns, shot pistols, slaughtering instruments, firearms used for the humane killing of animals, trophies of 
war etc.  A further amnesty ran from 31 March to 30 April 2003 and saw the surrender of 3,392 firearms 
including 298 rifles, 986 shotguns, 4,776 rifles and 463 air pistols along with  143,916 rounds of 
ammunition.  There was an air gun hand in between 10 March and 3 June 2005 in which 913 weapons 
were handed in to the police. 
 
10. A firearm or shot gun certificate permits the holder to possess one or more weapons, thus 
changes in the number of certificates will not necessarily reflect changes in the number of weapons 
legally held. 
 
11. It is accepted that the total number of firearms covered by certificates will include an element of 
double counting: two or more individuals may each hold a certificate that allows them to possess the 
same actual firearm.  A certificate allows the holder to either possess or authorises them to purchase or 
acquire a weapon or a number of weapons. 
 
Regulations on the renewal, cancellation and revocation and variation of firearm and shot gun 
certificates 
 
12. In 1994 firearm certificates were valid for three years and required renewal in 1997, but with 
effect from January 1995 firearm certificates were valid for five years and therefore did not require 
renewal until January 2000.  Certificates can be renewed on application for a further five years.   This 
meant that for the years 1998 and 1999 no certificates required renewal as these were in effect ‘missing’ 
years in the regulations.  Consequently, the number of certificates due for renewal in 2003 and 2004 was 
based primarily on the number of new certificates granted in 1998 and 1999.  This meant that the number 
of renewals for 2003 and 2004 was very low compared to previous years.  Similarly, the number of 
cancellations made in any year would appear to be linked to whether they require renewal or not and so 
the number of cancellations for 2003 and 2004 was also low. 
 
13. To alter the number and type of weapons held on a firearm certificate, an application for a 
variation must be made to the Chief Constable.  A fee is charged where the variation increases the 
number of firearms authorised by the certificate.  The expiry date of a shot gun certificate can be aligned 
with the holder’s firearm certificate (Section 11 of the 1988 Act). 
 
14. Following Lord Cullen's Inquiry into the Dunblane incident in 1996, there was a review of 
information requirements in relation to both firearm and shot gun certificates.  As a result, a revised 
return was introduced with effect from 1 January 1998.  This was sent to Chief Constables for 
completion.  The main changes to the form included the addition of new categories on the reasons for 
revocation and the collection, for the first time, of information on the number of firearms and types of 
weapon held on certificates. 
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Regulations on firearm dealers certificates 
 
15. Section 13 of the 1988 Act increased the registration period for dealers from 1 to 3 years.  The 
grounds for refusal for new applications for registration were extended and a register of transactions must 
be retained for at least 5 years. 
 
Regulations on visitors’ permits and European firearm passes 
 
16. The Firearms Act (Amendment) Regulations 1992 which came into force on 1 January 1993 
amended firearms legislation in Great Britain to meet the requirement of the EC Weapons Directive 
which controls the acquisition and possession of weapons in EC Member states. 
 
17. There is no charge for a variation to a Visitors’ Permit for a firearm or shot gun when an 
amendment is made to the existing conditions specified on the permit (excluding numbers of firearms 
authorised and expiry date).  If a change is required which increases the number of firearms or shot guns 
authorised on the permit, or which extends the expiry date of the permit, then this should be treated as a 
new application. 
 
18. From January 1993 any EC resident who wants to buy or acquire a category B firearm (e.g. short 
and semi-automatic rifles, carbines and smooth bore guns, including repeating) in another EC State must, 
unless they are exempt under the EC Firearms Directive, be able to show that they have the agreement of 
the authority within their state of residence to purchase or acquire a firearm in another EC State.  This 
agreement is obtained from the local Chief Police Officer for the area in which they reside, and is called 
an Article 7 Authority.  Information relating to the authority of a person to purchase or acquire a 
firearm/shot gun when in another EC State was first collected centrally in 1994. 
 
Other 
 
19. The following symbols are used in the tables in the bulletin. 
 

-    =   nil 
 n/a  =  not available  
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