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Dear Ms Alexander
Thank you for your request for information under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA) dated 6 November 2008, seeking: 
“all written communication since Oct 07 concerning the future of the pilot project on nursery places for vulnerable two year olds including all communication concerning the evaluation report prepared by the University of Strathclyde.”
“all drafts and the most recent version of the evaluation report prepared by the University of Strathclyde into the future of the pilot project on nursery places for vulnerable two year olds.”

We do endeavour to provide information whenever possible. However in this instance some exemptions apply.

With regard to the first part of your request, an exemption under section 25 of the Act (information otherwise accessible) applies to some of the information requested.  These include the responses to written PQs S3W-08612, S3W-08613 and S3W-16532, which are available on the Scottish Parliament website.  In addition, on 10 April 2008, Jackie Baillie MSP submitted 2 similar FOI requests asking for details of communications relating to future of the scheme and the papers released at that time can be found at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/Early-Education-Child-Care/15135/PilotProvision.
An exemption under section 30(b)(i) of the Act applies to some of the information relating to the first part of your request, that is, we consider that releasing the information would inhibit the free and frank provision of advice. As the exemption is conditional we have applied the 'public interest test'. This means we have, in all the circumstances of this case, considered if the public interest in disclosing the information outweighs the exemption. We have found that, on balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding the exemption, because clear advice must be available to Ministers to enable them effectively to carry out their role. 

I enclose a copy of the other documents relating to the first part of your request.

With regard to the second part of your request, the draft evaluation report and associated written communication regarding the evaluation report are exempt under section 27 (1) of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002.  This applies to information where the intended date of publication is within 12 weeks of the date of the request. 
It is anticipated that the final report of the Evaluation of the Extended Pre-School Provision for Vulnerable 2 year olds Pilot should be available in the next few weeks.
If you are unhappy with this response to your request, you may ask us to carry out an internal review by writing to Philip Rycroft, Director General, Education, 6th Floor, Meridian Court, Cadogan Street, Glasgow. Your request should explain why you wish a request to be carried out, and should be made within 40 working days of receipt of this letter, and we will reply within 20 working days of receipt. If you are not satisfied with the result of the review, you then have the right to make a formal complaint to the Scottish Information Commissioner.

Yours sincerely

CLARE COLLIN 
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