
	Children’s Services (Scotland) Bill: Questions & Answers


The following provides some information regarding the status of the Bill; past, present and future.

What is happening with Getting it right for every child?

· Getting it right for every child is still a key priority for Ministers
· Successful implementation will contribute to the Government’s strategic objectives 
· We are pressing ahead with systems, culture and practice change
· We will be supporting local areas through a Learning Community
What’s happening with the Bill?

· On Wednesday 5 September 2007, the First Minister announced details to Parliament of the Scottish Government’s legislative programme for the coming year

· The Children’s Services (Scotland) Bill is not in the Government’s legislative programme for this year
What was the Draft Bill about?

The Draft Children’s Services (Scotland) Bill was divided into two parts:

· Part one defined at high level the roles and responsibilities of all agencies to identify need, and to act to help children

· Part two proposed changes to the statutory basis for referring children to the Children’s Hearing system (the Reporter and the Children’s Hearing) and various changes to the operation of the Children’s Hearing system 
Why isn’t the Bill going ahead this year?
Only legislate where it is necessary:
· Ministers are keen to legislate only where new laws are absolutely essential
Consultation responses: 

· We received a good number of responses to the Bill consultation - over 200
· In general there were broad levels of support for the key principles contained in the Bill
More work:

· However, consultation responses also suggested that more work needs to be done on some of the complex elements relating to change across children’s services
· Several agencies are concerned at early legislation without further detailed implications for services
· They want to see further work in pathfinder areas and other developmental work throughout Scotland used to help determine how best to improve any legislative changes
Will there ever be a Bill?
· Ministers are not progressing the Children’s Services (Scotland) Bill in this parliamentary year but will consider possible legislation later

What are the implications for` the programme if the Bill is never progressed?
· A lot can be done under current legislation to make improvements
What does that mean for the Children’s Hearing system?
· Improvement of the Children’s Hearings System is still a priority
· Improvements to support arrangements for the Children’s Hearing system are being considered and tested
· If legislation is found to be necessary it will be considered as part of the Scottish Government’s legislative programme
· The Getting it right for every child programme is seeking to drive forward practice changes that will put the child at the centre, involve them and others close to them in finding solutions. Children, and the Children’s Hearings system, will benefit from progress in this area
More information:

· A full Report of the Consultation Responses will be published in the next few weeks and will be available on our website 
· www.scotland.gov.uk/gettingitright
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