
Scottish Working Group on Religion and Belief Relations

Minutes – 20 October 2008
	Attendees

	In attendance:
	Sister Isabel Smyth (Chair)
	Apologies:
	Victor Spence

	
	Dr Maureen Sier
	
	Farkhanda Chaudhry

	
	David Bell (Scottish Government) 
	
	Reverend Tom McIntyre

	
	Joyce McVarrie (Scottish Government)
	
	Ron McLaren

	
	Iain Richardson (Scottish Government)
	
	Sharon Schlesinger


	Discussion

	Summary of 
key points discussed:
	Discussion of action taken/required:
	Further action required by:

	Agreeing the minutes of previous meeting  - 24 June 2008
	The minutes were agreed subject to the correction of one typographical error.  The Scottish Government would correct the minutes and reissue them.  
	The Scottish Government

	Timescale for issuing future minutes.
	It was agreed that the draft minutes should be circulated within five days of the meeting.  It was accepted that other work priorities would not always make this possible, but this would be the target.    
	The Scottish Government

	Need to issue revised Working Group papers.
	It was noted that revised papers had been prepared.  It was agreed that revised copies of all of the existing papers should be re-circulated to all Working Group members.  
	The Scottish Government

	Numbering of new Working Group papers.


	It was confirmed that the Scottish Government would now add number references to all new papers as soon as they were submitted.  
	The Scottish Government

	Publication of Working Group papers following issue of the strategic framework.


	It was agreed that the Working Group should be as open and transparent as possible.  Therefore publication of all of their papers at some stage should be considered.  It was felt far too early to consider publication, but in the meantime the Working Group members should consider whether they are happy for their papers to eventually go into the public domain.
	All Working Group members

	The need to set dates for future Working Group meetings.
	Proposed that a specific date should be set for meetings which would allow members to reserve time in their diaries well in advance of the meeting dates.  It was suggested that the first Monday in every month could be set aside for meetings.  In other words:
· Monday 1 December 2008.

· Monday 5 January 2009.

· Monday 2 February 2009.

· Monday 2 March 2009.

· Monday 6 April 2009.
It was agreed that this idea should be discussed with Working Group members at the next meeting.  The Chair and the Scottish Government to ensure this is an agenda item for the next meeting.
	Chair and the Scottish Government

	The need to identify the most suitable venue location for Working Group members.
	It was noted that Working Group members come from a wide geographical spread across Scotland.  St Andrew’s House – the Scottish Government office in Regent Road, Edinburgh – was felt to be a suitable venue and it was agreed to consult the Working Group on using this location more frequently.   
	Chair and the Scottish Government

	The need to revise the timeline for delivery of the strategic framework.


	It was acknowledged that sticking to the original time frame would not deliver a good quality product, and that more time was required for consultation and drafting.  It was agreed that the Scottish Government would revise the timeline in paper SWGoRaBR(2009)07 for discussion with other Working Group members.
	The Scottish Government

	Revising the Core Script.
	It was agreed that Core Script needed to be revised and different approaches were proposed.  The Scottish Government agreed to review paper SWG0RaBR(2008)06 and either revise it or supersede it with a new paper in time for the next Working Group meeting. 
	The Scottish Government

	Feedback from consultations.
	The Scottish Government confirmed that they did not hold written feedback for all of the consultation events which had taken place.  It was agreed that, if they have not done so already, all Working Group members should prepare feedback notes from the consultations they have been involved in.
	All Working Group members

	Discussion of other Religion and Belief initiatives which are being taken forward.
	It was confirmed that the Fife National Fire & Rescue were leading on religion and belief work for the fire service and it was felt important to tie up the work of the Working Group with other initiatives wherever possible.  It was therefore agreed to have further discussions with Fife National Fire & Rescue to look for ways to work together.  Maureen Sier agreed to contact Fife National Fire & Rescue.
	Maureen Sier
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