
Scottish Working Group on Religion and Belief Relations

Minutes – 24 June 2008
	Attendees

	In attendance:
	Sister Isabel Smyth (Chair)
	Apologies:
	Victor Spence

	
	Farkhanda Chaudhry
	
	

	
	Reverend Tom McIntyre
	
	

	
	Ron McLaren
	
	

	
	Sharon Schlesinger
	
	

	
	Dr Maureen Sier
	
	

	
	David Bell (Scottish Government) 
	
	

	
	Joyce McVarrie (Scottish Government)
	
	

	
	Iain Richardson (Scottish Government)
	
	


	Discussion

	Summary of key points discussed:
	Discussion of action taken/required:
	Further action 

required by:

	Style of minutes.
	Due to the length of the meetings it was agreed that a short, concise form was appropriate. 
	The Scottish Government

	Working group contacts – paper SWGoRaBR(2008) 02 
	Members should regularly check their details to ensure they are up-to-date.
	All members

	Visions, Aims and Goals – paper SWGoRaBR(2008) 04
	To be developed further.
	All members

	Introduction and Background – paper SWGoRaBR(2008)05 
	Agreed that the Scottish demography tables would be updated to reflect the most recent figures – possibly gathered from the Household Survey.  Paragraphs would be checked for correct numbering, uniformity of wording would be utilised throughout.
	All members

	Definitions – paper SWGoRaBR(2008)08  
	Members agreed to add to the list.  Ron McLaren agreed to take the lead.
	Ron MacLaren

	Information on belief communities  

	Members suggested various documents that could be drawn upon, including:

· Multi-Faith Resource for Healthcare Staff,

· Declaration Toward a Global Ethic,

· Call to our Guiding Institutions.

· “Face-to-Face and Side-by-Side”: a Framework of inter-faith dialogue and social action - consultation
	All members

	Consultations – paper SWGoRaBR(2008)05

	It was agreed that a core script should be developed for the consultations.
	The Scottish Government

	
	It was agreed this paper would be expanded to include columns to list information about ‘Approach’ and ‘Leads’
	The Scottish Government

	
	It was agreed that the consultation would need to be as broad as possible and everyone should think about groups they feel ought to be involved.
	All members

	
	In order for the Consultation to reflect society both rural and urban communities would be approached.  These two strands would be kept separate.  
	All members

	Format of the Strategic Framework.  
	Members discussed this item and Sister Isabel would provide the agreed format.  It was acknowledged that the framework would continue to evolve.
	Chair

	Dates of future meetings.
	The following dates were suggested:

· 19 August 2008 – Victoria Quay, Edinburgh.

· 16 September 2008 – Glasgow.
	All members


Paper prepared: October 2008 


