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Local Authority Chief Executives

Copy to:

Local Authority Directors of Housing

Local Authority Directors of Planning

10 June 2009

Dear Colleague

I am writing to update you on the detailed work we are undertaking on the process for joint review of Local Housing Strategies (LHSs). 

New guidance for local authorities on the approach to supporting the development and improvement of LHSs was issued jointly by the Scottish Government and COSLA in February and is available on the Scottish Government website http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/supply-demand/lhs/lhssidoc. We included in this the criteria against which each LHS will be reviewed. 
We have now jointly developed, with the involvement of the Scottish Housing Best Value Network, a number of prompts under each criteria. These have recently been agreed by the Minister for Housing and Communities and COSLA’s spokesperson for Community Wellbeing and Safety and will be used in the review process to reach a view on whether criteria have been met. They are available on the Scottish Government website http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/supply-demand/lhs/lhsreviewcriteria. Local authorities should find these helpful in preparing their LHSs and in undertaking any self-assessment exercises prior to submission of their strategies. 
The list of prompts is distinct from the self-assessment tool being developed by the SHBVN, which aims to provide local authorities with a check list against which to monitor implementation of their LHSs. SHBVN expect this tool to be available later in June 2009.
ALACHO and SOLACE are both strongly committed to supporting delivery of the LHS review process jointly with the Scottish Government. Practical arrangements will involve joint review panels, including staff from the Scottish Government and local government. We will shortly be seeking expressions of interest from LHS practitioners and senior housing staff in joining these panels and holding briefing sessions to support their involvement in reviewing LHSs due to be submitted in 2010.
In line with good practice on peer review we hope to be able to involve local government panel members in reviewing LHSs prepared by authorities with similar characteristics. We also hope that panel members will be able to commit to involvement in 2-3 reviews. We will be in touch with you over the next few months with further details.
If you have any queries in relation to the guidance please contact Jackie Wilkins on 01224 624960 (email to Jackie.wilkins@scotland.gsi.gov.uk) or your regional Scottish Government housing contact or a COSLA representative.
Yours sincerely
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Rachel Gwyon

Jon Harris

Depute Director

COSLA

