
	
	Review criteria for Local Housing Strategies 
The bulleted prompts listed under each criteria will be used to help reach a view on whether the criteria has been met.

	1
	The extent to which the key findings from a housing need and demand assessment (HNDA) have been addressed within the Local Housing Strategy (LHS).
· has the HNDA been confirmed by the Centre for Housing Market Analysis as robust and credible? 
· are references to the key findings of the HNDA set out at appropriate points in the LHS? 
· is it clear that LHS outcomes have been informed by the HNDA evidence base? 


	2
	Evidence that housing supply targets have been informed by a robust and credible housing need and demand assessment; have been agreed corporately and contribute appropriately to the Scottish Government’s goal of increasing housing supply.
· does the LHS include a housing supply target? 
· has the supply target considered the contribution made by new housing supply, replacement housing, empty properties to be brought back into use and conversions? 
· has the supply target been fully endorsed by the council? 


	3
	Evidence that in setting the housing supply target the local authority, through the Housing Market Partnership, has fully considered how housing need and demand can best be met over the whole market area and across all tenures.

· are arrangements in place for the Housing Market Partnership to contribute and participate in setting the housing supply target?
· is it evident how a HNDA undertaken at housing market area level translates into the housing supply target at a local authority level for inclusion in the LHS? 
· is it clear that the LHS has considered a range of solutions across all tenures?


	4
	The extent to which outcomes are consistent with the national performance framework and the local authority’s Single Outcome Agreement (SOA).
· are any housing outcomes in the SOA included in the LHS?

· do LHS outcomes provide a clear statement of what the local authority is trying to achieve and is the LHS sufficiently outcome focused? 

· does the LHS include a clear set of indicators against which progress can be measured?


	5
	The extent to which outcomes are aligned to the local authority’s Development Plan, as well as other key strategic documents, including, Regeneration Plans, Community Care Plan and Health Improvement Plan.
· are the LHS and Main Issues Report of the Development Plan clearly aligned through the HNDA and housing supply target? 
· is there evidence that key links to relevant strategic documents have been identified and considered in setting LHS outcomes? 


	6
	The extent to which Section 10 requirements of the 2006 Housing (Scotland) Act  have been addressed, specifically:

a) a strategy for dealing with Below Tolerable Standard dwellings
b) policy for identifying housing renewal areas
c) a strategy for improving the condition of houses by providing or arranging the provision of assistance in line with the authority’s section 72 statement of assistance.

· does the LHS contain a succinct analysis of the scale and nature of private sector house condition issues?

· does the LHS set out a clear strategy for dealing with BTS dwellings, a policy for identifying housing renewal areas and a strategy for improving the condition of houses by providing or arranging the provision of assistance? In respect of assistance, is there a published section 72 ‘statement of assistance’?
· have outcomes been clearly defined?

· are the key approaches to delivering these outcomes clearly described?

· is it evident that local authorities have considered value for money in meeting the requirements of Section 10 of the 2006 Act?


	7
	The extent to which the following issues have been addressed within the local housing strategy:

a) preventing and alleviating homelessness 
b) fuel poverty, energy efficiency and climate change
c) meeting housing support needs for all vulnerable clients
· does the LHS show a clear commitment to meeting national targets on homelessness and fuel poverty?

· does the LHS contain a succinct analysis of the scale and nature of homelessness; the extent, location and nature of fuel poverty; and the current and future levels of housing support needs for all vulnerable clients? 

· have outcomes been clearly defined for all three areas?

· are the key approaches to delivering these outcomes clearly described in all three areas, including priorities for service growth?


	8
	Evidence that equalities issues have been addressed through the local housing strategy
. 
· does the LHS demonstrate that the local authority understands and takes account of the needs of equality groups and is there evidence of effective mainstreaming
 of equalities? (For example, is there a clear link between the needs of equality groups in the HNDA – such as older people, minority ethnic groups, disabled people, young people and Gypsy Travellers – and the outcomes identified in the LHS.)
· has meaningful engagement with equalities groups/consultative bodies influenced the LHS?

· are there clear links  with the local authority’s Gender, Race and Disability Equality Schemes and any other relevant equality  strategies? 


	9
	Evidence that the local authority has consulted widely on its proposed strategy.
· does the LHS provide a succinct explanation of how all relevant corporate and external stakeholders were consulted? 
· is it clear that the responses to consultation have been considered and, where appropriate, influenced the LHS?


	10
	Evidence that commitments have been made by the Council, Community Planning Partners and other key partners to enable delivery of the outcomes as shared priorities.

· is it clear that Community Planning Partners have agreed to the strategic direction of the LHS and its main priorities?
· is it clear what role the Community Planning Partnership will play in delivering the LHS?


� For more information this is covered comprehensively in Local Housing Strategies – Mainstreaming Equality,  � HYPERLINK "http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/supply-demand/lhs/LHSME" ��http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/supply-demand/lhs/LHSME�





� Mainstreaming means systematically considering equality and diversity at all stages, and in all aspects of the organisation’s activities.






