Investing in Affordable Housing: a Consultation - Questionnaire

Please return by 17 March 2009 to: AHIRPT@scotland.gsi.gov.uk, or: 

Affordable Housing Investment Reform Project Team 

Scottish Government 

1-H South

Victoria Quay

Edinburgh

EH6 6QQ

Questions:

Question 1:  

To what extent does our assessment of the current economic situation reflect your assessment?

	


Question 2:
Does the economic situation strengthen or weaken the case for investment reform at this time, and why?
	


Question 3:
Do you agree that local authority Strategic Housing Investment Plans and related strategies should form the basis for identifying investment priorities for periods of up to five years?

	


Question 4:
Do you agree with our proposed principles on which geographic regions for investment will be based?

	


Question 5:
a)  Do you agree with our proposed treatment for Orkney, Shetland and the Western Isles Councils?

b)  Do you agree with our proposed approach for Glasgow City and City of Edinburgh Councils?
	


Question 6:
Do you agree that Councils, as the strategic planning and housing authorities, and in collaboration with RSLs, should advise on the regions to be adopted as the basis for Prospectuses?
	


Question 7:
a)  Do you agree the scope of the content proposed for Prospectuses set out in Table 2?
b) How can we ensure that the housing need of people with specialist requirements or in more remote or rural areas are fully reflected in Prospectuses?

	


Question 8:
a)   Do you agree that there is a need to provide guidance within Prospectuses on maximum rent levels and is the proposed framework acceptable?
	


Question 9:
a)  Are there other issues which would similarly benefit from guidance?
b)  What are these and what is the case for including them?

	


Question 10:
a)  Is the Lead Developer role proposed here sufficient to deliver a more streamlined and effective approach to investment in and procurement of new affordable housing?

b)  Does it adequately balance and recognise the needs and roles of non-developing RSL partners? 
	


Question 11:
What are your views on the routes we propose for establishing Lead Developers?

	


Question 12:
a)  Do you agree with the proposed principles of consortia and responsibilities for consortium heads?
	


Question 13:
a)  Do you agree with the proposals on formation of consortia, including the requirement of a formal agreement to govern relationships within consortia?

b)  What guidance would be helpful to support the sector in setting up consortia and Lead Developer arrangements?

c)  What guidance would be helpful to ensure tenant and community engagement in decision-making?

	


Question 14: 

a)  Do you consider that there may be circumstances in which consortium membership should include local authorities or other non-RSL bodies?  

b)  In what circumstances would you see this as appropriate?

	


Question 15:
Are there circumstances in which bodies other than RSLs might be eligible to become heads of consortia and Lead Developers?
	


Question 16:
Do you agree that a pre-qualification process should be included in the new arrangements?
	


Question 17:
Are the pre-qualification criteria and information requirements set out at Annex C a reasonable basis on which to work with the Regulator, the SFHA and COSLA to refine the pre-qualification process?
	


Question 18: 

Do you agree with the proposed funding criteria for bids for specific projects?
	


Question 19:
Do you agree with our proposed approach to development of an assessment framework?
	


Question 20:
How might we enhance the involvement of local authorities, RSLs and other stakeholders in the assessment of proposals?
	


Question 21:
Do you agree with our proposed approach to the appointment and management of Lead Developers?
	


Question 22:
a) Do you agree with the overall approach to grant agreements for Lead Developers as set out here?

b) What do you suggest we could alter to make grant payments more streamlined?
	


Question 23:
Do you have any comments on the proposed timetable?
	


Question 24:
Which indicators and what aspects of the Investment Programme should be included in a monitoring and evaluation framework?

	


1

