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Dr. Linda Cusick is Reader in Substance Use at The Institute for Applied
Social and Health Research, University of Paisley. She also serves on the
board of UKNSWP as their academic representative.

Dr. Helen Self is a retired academic who specialised in the law as it applied
to prostitution. She is the author of Prostitution Women and Misuse of the
Law (Frank Cass 2002).

The UK Network of Sex Work Projects (UKNSWP) is a non-profit, voluntary
association. It is the only body that acts as an umbrella organisation bringing
together projects working with sex workers in the UK, to encourage networking
and the sharing of good practice.

Our comments are based on our academic work in this field and on the charitable
objects of the UKNSWP (UKNSWP constitution, appendix). As such our
comments are based on academic research evidence and UKNSWP values.
Briefly these values are oriented to health and human rights, good practice in
service provision and harm reduction.

Overview of Being Outside

We feel that Being Outside is a constructive consideration of the social, legal,
policing and health issues linked to street-based sex work provided by women in
Scotland. It sets out objectives and a process for putting them into action
through a national strategic framework and subsequent local plans. On the
whole, we commend the report for its clarity of purpose and its positive
contribution to debate in this area. Our main criticism is of the report's emphasis
on exiting which is at odds with the report’s overall aims to reduce harm.

Our comments follow the structure of Being Outside referring to the paragraph
numbers used therein. We also note linkages between our comments where
these help to develop points and draw conclusions.

General comments on chapters one to five

Sex workers do not necessarily see themselves as abused victims. We therefore
believe that it is unadvisable to withdraw agency from sex workers by ascribing
motivations to them that they themselves do not necessarily acknowledge.







