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A NEW WAY FORWARD FOR COMMUNITY NURSING

Community nursing staff may be aware that the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing met with representatives from CPHVA, RCN Scotland, Unison and Unite on 22 June to discuss community nursing.  A new way forward for nursing in the community in Scotland was subsequently agreed and this was confirmed in writing by the Cabinet Secretary to the representatives on 26 June. 
Modernising Community Nursing in Scotland

The Scottish Government carried out a scoping exercise of community nursing services across Scotland at the end of last year.  This identified that all NHS Boards are at varying stages of reviewing their service provision.  As such it has been agreed that we will now establish a Modernising Community Nursing Board which will have the broad aim of modernising community nursing services throughout NHS Scotland.

Professor Margaret Smith, Dean of the University of Dundee’s School of Nursing and Midwifery, has agreed to chair the Board.  Discussions are underway to determine the remit and membership of the Board however its key purpose will be to support the modernisation of community nursing services throughout Scotland and ensure high quality care to patients, carers and their families and communities.  This will be taken forward in partnership with all stakeholders.  The Board will also consider wider career development for registered nurses within the existing community nursing professions 
Review of Nursing in the Community Pilots 

The Pilots to test the Community Health Nurse role will continue where NHS Boards wish to do so and the Pilots will be evaluated.  The Scottish Government remains fully committed to supporting the Pilot Sites and staff in their work.  
Further information on the new Board and the modernising agenda will be provided as soon as details are finalised.  In the meantime if you have any enquiries please don’t hesitate to contact us at the e-mail address shown in the footer. 
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You can contact us by email at  CommunityNursingReview@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

