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VISIBLE, ACCESSIBLE & INTEGRATED CARE NEWSLETTER: DECEMBER 2008
NHS Lothian: The Way Forward
Many of you will have seen or heard of NHS Lothian’s statement on 12 December outlining its planned approach for delivering community nursing improvements.  The following link will take you to the full text of the Board’s statement.

http://www.nhslothian.scot.nhs.uk/news/mediaroom/news_release/08_12_12_nursing.asp   

We are pleased that NHS Lothian remains, along with NHS Borders, NHS Highland and NHS Tayside, an active pilot participant in the Scottish Government’s Review of Nursing in the Community. It has always been recognised that the service model should be sufficiently flexible to be able to respond to local needs and that a ‘one size fits all’ approach would not be desirable or practical.  It is important to ensure that we learn lessons from the range of experiences gained from a variety of approaches as we continue to shape the way forward for the future. 

Each of the four pilot sites is developing a service model that meets local needs and achieves the aspirations set out in Visible, Accessible and Integrated Care.  NHS Lothian will test and inform the project through the development of a team-based model that can be implemented in an urban, inner-city area.
The outcomes of all four pilot sites will be subject to a formal independent evaluation which will help determine future actions and decisions.  The overriding focus for the project continues to be on the long-term challenges community nursing services face, the health needs of the people of Scotland and how community services can best be designed to meet them. 
The next regular edition of the Newsletter will issue at the end of January.  In the meantime we wish readers a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
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