
Community Council Working Group 

Minutes of Meeting held on Tuesday 8 May 2007 

Apex City Hotel, Edinburgh

Present:  
Gary Cox (Chairman - Scottish Executive)

Neil Gunn (Dundee City Council)


Maureen Spence (Orkney Islands Council)

Clare Malster (Scottish Borders Council)

Alex Hewetson (Renfrewshire Council)
Alison Clark (Highland Council)
Helen Geddes (Stirling Council)
Stan Nutt (Broughty Ferry Community Council)
Sheila Garson (Shapinsay Community Council)
Graeme Donald (Lauderdale Community Council)

Chris Field (Shieldaig Community Council)

Peter Rickard (Thornhill and Blairdrummond Community Council)

Anil Gupta (COSLA)

Vincent Waters (Association of Scottish Community Councils (ASCC))

Apologies:
Diane Campbell (SOLAR)


Nicholas Walker (Howwood Community Council)
Secretariat:
Anna Gilbert, Scottish Executive


Jonathan Smith, Scottish Executive

Welcome and Introductions

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the CCWG and brief introductions were given by each member of the group. 
Item 1: Presentation
1. A short presentation on how the Working Group came about was given by Anna Gilbert.
Item 2: Discussion and agreement of CCWG draft Code of Conduct
2. Chairman invited discussion on the draft Code of Conduct. Queries were raised by the Group as to the precise meaning of the confidentiality requirement, given that consultation would be expected at every stage of the process. Chairman advised that there would indeed be an expectation to discuss the majority of material and anything which was confidential would be highlighted to the group for example, issues concerning policy development that were relevant to the Group’s work but had not yet been made public. Code was agreed.
Item 3: Discussion and agreement of draft remit
3.
Chairman outlined remit of the CCWG, and invited discussion on each of the recommendations made by the Community Council Review. Following discussion, Chairman advised that the recommendations would be grouped into manageable blocks and the Secretariat would develop a workplan for taking these workstreams forward. Volunteers were invited to lead the collation of initial thoughts 3 key areas. The resulting papers would then be circulated to CCWG members a week in advance of the next meeting, forming the discussion material for that meeting. Group agreed to the remit generally and the work stream structure.
Action – 
· Paper of initial thoughts on  a model Community Council Scheme for Local Authorities 

      Alex Hewson

· Paper of initial thoughts on  elections  for Community Councils
      Alison Clark

· Paper of initial thoughts on community engagement and raising awareness

      Vincent Waters

· All members to provide initial thoughts on these issues to lead members
Item 4: Discuss and agree meeting dates and venues to December 2007
4.
 Group agreed Secretariat would circulate proposals and produce a list of dates and venues for further meetings.
Item 5: Any Other Business 

5.
There was no other business.  
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