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Freshwater Fish into Scottish 

Waters
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Background

Section 35 of the 2007 Act amends Section 
33 of the 2003 Act
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An offence to introduce or have with the 
intention of introducing any fish or spawn 
without written consent of appropriate 
Authority

DSFB or the Scottish Ministers

Coming into force 1 August 2008



Working Group

SG
FRS
SANA
BTA
ASFB
ASSF
IFM
SFCA
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Develop Delivery Strategy



Main Work-streams abcdefghijklmnopqrstu

Transitional Measures

Form Design

Assessment criteria/model

Resources, Finance and Consultation 

Information strategy 

Web-based application interface

Enforcement 



Application Forms
Scottish Government reference number        

  

BLOCK APPLICATION - Application to introduce fish, fry or ova 
The Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries (Consolidation) (Scotland) Act 2003 
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1 The Applicant  

Title       First Name        
Surname        

 Position and organisation 
       

Address  
       
      Postcode        
Phone       Fax        
Mobile        
eMail        

Company registration number (if applicable) 
2 Supplier  

Title       First Name        
Surname        

Position and organisation 
       
Address         
       
      Postcode        

Phone Fax
Mobile        
Company registration number (if applicable)        
3 Hauliers  
Company Name         

Address  
      Postcode        
4 Receiving water to which the fish will be introduced  

Name of water        
Nearest town        
Location give national grid reference or supply a map showing the site  
                    
Type of water: canal river fully enclosed stillwater  
 on-line stillwater stillwater in flood plain  
Size of water you should find this on your lease or purchase agreement  
       acres hectares    
Does the site have a conservation designation such as a SSSI or SAC?  
No Yes   Type of order         
5 The fish introduction - BLOCK APPLICATION  

Purpose of introduction  
       
When is the planned start-date of the block introduction  
       

 Details of fish involved 
Species 

Total 
number 

Average Size 
length/Weight 

(cm/kg) 

Total 
Weight kg  

                         
                         
                         
                         
                         
                         
PLOIDI triploid  diploid female male  

6 Source of the fish being introduced 
Location Give national grid reference or supply a map showing the site 
                    
Name of water or farm fish came from see guidance notes for more details 

       

Who owns (or leases) fishing rights on the source water if not a fish farm 
       
Removal EA Reference number of consent for removing fish from 
England or Wales if applicable 

       

Name of any temporary fish-holding facility used see notes overleaf 
       

Are Signal Crayfish known in the source water? 
No Yes  Unknown  
Is Argulus also known in the source water? 
No Yes  Unknown  
7 Health checks on the fish 
If the suppplier is not registered with FRS or the EA has a representative 
sample of the fish from the source water been examined within the last 
6 months? 
No Yes  give details or enclose a copy of the health report 

 Who did the health check?        

 Date        
 Health check reference number        
 

8 Signature and declaration 

If you give any information which is incomplete or inaccurate 
• we will return your application 
• we will not grant consent. 

I have read and understood this form and the data protection notice in the 
enclosed guidance notes.  To the best of my knowledge and belief, the 
information I have given is correct. 

Applicant’s signature 
 

      

Print name       

 

Date        
 
Disclaimer 
 
• A consent does not guarantee the health status, condition or 

suitability of the fish that you plan to introduce. 
• The Scottish Government is not liable for any damage associated 

with the introduction of fish covered by a consent under The Salmon 
and Freshwater Fisheries (Consolidation) (Scotland) Act 2003. 

 
What happens next 
 
Please post or fax the completed and signed form to: 

 
FRS Freshwater Laboratory 
Faskally 
Pitlochry 
PH16 5LB 
FAX: 01796-473-523 
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Assessment Criteria Model abcdefghijklmnopqrstu

A simple but effective risk-based approach

A precautionary and pragmatic approach 
based on current scientific knowledge 
Green, Amber and Red consents

FRS currently developing thinking  

Working Group, SNH, SEPA and CEFAS 
will then fine-tune 

Proposed FRS will administer applications 
in year 1



Information Strategy abcdefghijklmnopqrstu

Write to all stakeholders on the back of the 
Framework Strategy if possible

Application forms, guidance and advice 
for Bailiffs

Hold a formal seminar at the Bailiffs 
Conference in march 2009

Offer Regional surgeries for Bailiffs late 
summer
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Mainline police officers

Wildlife Crime Unit will provide an 
intelligence gathering and liaison role 

Bailiffs to feed back intelligence to WCU 
via standard operating procedures

Decision to pursue a prosecution will be 
for mainline police forces to determine

Resources limited but we have the 
mechanism to enforce



Web-based Application 
Interface
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Options and recommendation to Ministers

Real Time Study

Development and testing will be 
conducted with Working Group

Specifications must permit exchange 
between CEFAS LFMD and FRS and be 
business friendly  



Timing abcdefghijklmnopqrstu
Transitional measures in place by 1 
August 2008

•Commence 4 week public consultation 
and information drive May 2008

•Develop and test assessment model

•Forms and guidance to all commercial 
fisheries and angling clubs by July 2008 

•Work up web-based system and process 
testing and trial by January 2009 – launch 
spring summer 2009



Freshwater Fisheries Steering 
Committee 7 May 2008

Regulating the Introduction of 
Freshwater Fish into Scottish 

Waters

abcdefghijklmnopqrstu


	Freshwater Fisheries Steering Committee 7 May 2008
	Background
	Working Group
	Main Work-streams
	Application Forms
	Assessment Criteria Model
	Information Strategy
	Enforcement
	Web-based Application Interface
	Timing
	Freshwater Fisheries Steering Committee 7 May 2008

