
FLOODING ISSUES ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Minutes of the 6th meeting held on 1 March 2007, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh.

Present: Philip Wright (Scottish Executive, (SE), Climate Change and Air Division – chair). 

Scottish Executive: Helen Kemp (SE, Climate Change and Air Division – minutes), Debi Garft (SE, Climate Change and Air Division), Carolyn Girvan (SE, Climate Change and Air Division), John Henderson (SE, Rural Affairs), Nick Evans (SE, Planning Division), Frances Conlan (SE, Climate Change and Air Division).

Prof. Alan Werritty (University of Dundee), Alvin Barber (City of Edinburgh Council), Steven Tingle (Renfrewshire Council), Dr Roy Richardson (SEPA), Prof. Charles Ainger (MWH), Jim Conlin (Scottish Water), Ronnie Falconer (Jacobs), David Rooke (Environment Agency (EA)), John Smith (Royal Town Planning Institute), Andrew Smith (Homes for Scotland), Dr John Riddell (Independent Consultant), Mike Donaghy (Scottish Environment LINK), Hugh Clayden (Forestry Commission Scotland), Sarah Hutcheon (Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH)), David Faichney (SEPA), Helen Clark (Association of British Insurers), Paul Hendy (National Flood Forum), Fiona McTaggart (SNIFFER), Tom Ball (University of Dundee), Mary Dhonau (National Flood Forum). 
Apologies: Roy McLachlan (ERAD), Dr Tim Jolley (Carl Bros), Jonathan Dennis (SE, Analytical Services), Jim Hutchison (DEFRA), John Hood (SE ERAD), Iain Mathieson (NFU Scotland).

Agenda Item 2: Welcome from Chair and introductions

1. Philip Wright (PW) welcomed Members to the sixth and final Flooding Issues Advisory Committee (FIAC) meeting and introduced Frances Conlan as a new member of the Flooding, Erosion and Reservoirs Team. He introduced Paul Hendy (PH) as a new member from the National Flood Forum (NFF) and welcomed Mary Dhonau (MDh), Tom Ball (TB) and Fiona McTaggart (FMc) to this meeting. PW also welcomed Sarah Hutcheon (SH) from SNH back to FIAC after maternity leave.

Agenda Item 3: Minutes and action points from the fifth FIAC meeting on 2 November 2006.

2. Members agreed the minutes from the previous meeting.

3. Previous meeting action points:

· Action point 1: Secretariat reported that there has been no response from the SCOTS Flooding Group on the outcomes from JBA asset database study on existing flood prevention schemes. It was agreed that the Executive should engage directly with local authorities and produce a list of outstanding issues.
· Action points 2, 3, 4, 6 and 7 have all been completed and PW thanked those who sent in comments.

· Action point 5: Carolyn Girvan (CG) will give a ‘traffic light’ update on the FIAC workplan progress at item 6A on the agenda.

Action point 1: Executive to engage directly with local authorities and to provide a list of those who still have concerns with the asset database modelling.

Agenda Item 4: Sub-Committee final reports

Awareness and Assistance Sub-Committee

4. David Faichney (DF) presented paper FIAC2007(1) and reported progress from the Awareness and Assistance Sub-Committee. DF asked that suggestions for any amendments to the Flood Map be sent to him direct. He informed Members that the Clyde, Kelvin and Irvine flood warning systems, which will benefit 12,000 properties, went live on 1 March and the official launch is on 6 March 2007. The new SEPA leaflet ‘Living by the Sea’ is now available on the web.

5. DF suggested that Recommendations 1, 2 and 3 could be best met through a Scottish Flood Forum. He explained that he had met with the National Flood Forum and the Executive on 1 March to discuss the possible role of a similar organisation in Scotland. Members agreed that the final report should make reference to the asset database under the Flood Map section.

Action point 2: The Sub-Committee final report should make reference to the asset database under the flood map section.
6. Members discussed their concerns about skills shortages and opportunities for training for hydrologists and engineers. David Rooke explained how the EA sponsors students at the University of the West of England. Members agreed that pump priming is needed now in Scotland and the key would be to provide bursaries for students at MSc level.

7. Members discussed concerns about raising awareness of flooding in transient communities, such as campsites and gatherings for festivals. It is important that local authorities identify the risks and set up emergency procedures. Members agreed that there should be links with civil contingencies measures here.

Action point 3: DF to take back concerns over raising awareness at transient/temporary sites to SEPA. 

8. It was agreed that the final report should be amended as follows:

· Recommendation 1 should be more specific and should refer to the JBA asset database, SNIFFER information, mapping and the EC Directive on flooding. 

· Recommendation 4 should not just concentrate on new build but should also cover existing building schemes.

· Recommendation 5 should link the Flood Risk Map to the Civil Contingencies Act and should flag up the issue of awareness raising at temporary sites. 

Avoidance Sub-Committee

9. Jim Conlin (JC) introduced paper FIAC2007(2) and reported progress from the Avoidance Sub-Committee. 

10. Members agreed that it was important that the final report recognised that sustainable flood management covers the 4 ‘As’ of the National Flooding Framework, not just Avoidance. Hugh Clayden (HC) endorsed this view and added that he was pleased that the wide role of forestry in helping to achieve sustainable land management was being recognised. Members hoped that agriculture stakeholders would become more involved. Members agreed the report subject to amending Recommendation 5 to reflect the importance of supporting and learning from exemplar projects and good practice.

Alleviation Sub-Committee

11. CG presented paper FIAC2007(3) and reported progress from the Alleviation Sub-Committee. Members agreed the report.

12. PW thanked the Sub-Committee Chairs for their reports.

Agenda Item 5: Final Review of FIAC Workplan and FIAC final report – Philip Wright

13. CG provided a traffic light update on progress of the sub-committee workplans. 

14. Alan Werritty (AW) highlighted that 75% of social tenants were covered through household insurance and that the other 25% could be targeted through pay by rent schemes. Helen Clark (HC) requested an update on the relevant points on insurance, which she would take back to the ABI for comment.

Action point 4: Secretariat to provide a list of points re insurance for HC to take to ABI for comment.

15. PW thanked the Sub-Committees for all their work and recognised the important role of colleagues from beyond Scotland who provided a UK-wide perspective.

Agenda Item 6: Catchment flood management planning and River Basin Management Plans – update Charles Ainger/Alan Werritty

16. AW introduced the FIAC paper from the Avoidance Sub-Committee and highlighted the recommendations on page 8.  He suggested that Scottish best practice examples from the sustainable flood management consultation paper should be added to Annex D. 

17. It was agreed that it would be helpful to amend the timeline to show legislation deadlines and timescales. Members agreed that Roy Richardson’s (RR) paper on SEPA’s role in promoting sustainable flood management was very helpful and that it would be useful if other key stakeholders could identify their role in implementing sustainable flood management. 

18. Tom Ball (TB) introduced Appendix D, which highlights models of basin-wide flood risk management from England and other parts of the world. It was agreed that Scottish examples should be added here.  TB agreed to liaise with MD on examples of good practice to avoid duplicating work on the WWF project on how to incorporate land use management techniques in sustainable flood management.   It was agreed that the diagrams would benefit from some commentary and a GANT chart should be included. It was noted that a lot of the structures to deliver catchment planning were already in place; what we need now are the resources to delivery.   

19. PW thanked CA, AW, RR and TB for their excellent papers, which would be very useful to the Executive.                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Action point 5: Final comments to CA and AW for a final draft incorporating comments from the meeting and Secretariat to add it to the website as a FIAC paper.

Agenda Item 7: Sustainable Flood Management Consultation exercise – Debi Garft

20. Debi Garft provided an update on the sustainable flood management consultation and explained that this would now be delayed for at least 3 months while a Strategic Environmental Assessment is carried out. This would also mean a delay in the workshops but would allow further time for comments on the Regulatory Impact Assessment. 

Agenda Item 8: Feedback from the SNIFFER conference in Dunfermline on 27 February 2007 – Fiona McTaggart 

21. Fiona McTaggart (FMcT) provided feedback from the SNIFFER conference, which had an excellent turnout and was oversubscribed. Feedback so far has been very good with participants commenting that the event gave them an opportunity to hear about the viewpoints of other stakeholders. It was noted that certain sectors, in particular agriculture, were not well represented on the day. FMcT explained that next year’s event is likely to last 2 days; hopefully with a field visit. A full record of the conference is available on the RISE website at: http://www.sniffer.org.uk/rise/events.asp.  
22. HC suggested there could be more re-direction of rural land use funding towards sustainable flood management and highlighted that within land management contract discussions it was  important for our agriculture colleagues to use this opportunity to promote sustainable flood management.

23. Members discussed setting up local community groups to help raise awareness of flooding. Alvin Barber called for more public involvement and the need to liaise with FLAGS and existing local flood groups.  DF said that SEPA has already begun the process through a meeting between the NFF, the Executive and SEPA to set up a ‘one-stop shop’ for the provision of advice to those at risk of flooding. Paul Hendy is preparing a business case for setting up an organisation for SEPA and the Executive to consider. DF suggested that it maybe possible for SEPA to provide accommodation and administrative support and thereby reduce start-up costs. Members agreed that this is an important output from FIAC and should be reflected in the final report.

Action point 6: Members to provide DF with details of any local support groups.

Action point 7: Secretariat to add an update on establishing a national flooding group to the FIAC outcomes in the final report.

Agenda Item 9: Next Steps 

24. PW highlighted the challenges for the Executive on flood risk management and the next steps for the Executive. He added that he hoped that a new committee would be set up to continue the excellent work of FIAC: it was clear from the Sub-Committee reports show that we need an expert group in Scotland. PW explained that the Secretariat would be contacting Members shortly to ask for formal feedback on how effective and productive FIAC has been.

Agenda Item 10: Any Other Business

25. Members were given an AOB sheet and beyond that there was no further business.
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