University of

Practice Tutor and Practice Tutor Award

Complementing the pilot Teaching Qualification, a group of
experienced practitioners will operate as Practice Tutors to offer
professional guidance and mentoring to TQAL students. There is an
opportunity to study for a practice tutor award (30 credits at SCQF Level
11).

What does it entail?

Working alongside one or more TQAL students to observe practice and
support learning. Studying to complete the PTA and attending
developmental and support meetings.

What is required?

Practice tutors will normally have a first degree or post graduate
qualification, have a minimum of 3 years experience in adult literacies
work (including supervisory experience) and would be motivated to
support the development of a professional qualification in adult
literacies teaching.

‘We ask learners to go outside their comfort zones in their learning,
without this it is difficult to progress, so why should we not be
pushed outside ours? And it’s good to see how this feels (on
reflection of course!) and be reminded of how valuable it is to face
challenges.” A TQAL Student

To obtain an application form for the 2009 course or for further
information contact:

Mabli Hall,
TQAL Administrator

University of Strathclyde,

76 Southbrae Drive,

Jordanhill, Glasgow G13 1PP

Telephone: 0141 950 3688 = Email mabli.hall@strath.ac.uk
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4) What are the Modules?

1 Learning Worlds

The programme begins with the aim of encouraging participants to enrich their
understanding and appreciation of learners in relation to their social context. As well
as undertaking a small case study of a literacies learner, they are asked to reflect on
themselves as learners and to consider the value of informal learning for
professionalism.

‘We will all take many positives from our TQAL experience | am sure
2 Making Mental Models but the most positive aspect for me is that we are more active in our
In the second module, participants explore the ‘what' and the ‘why' of adult literacies practice, more critically aware of how and why we practice and apply
more critical analysis to our profession.’ A TQAL Student

teaching rather than the *how'. Theory figures strongly in this module; theories are
not presented as recipes for practice, however, but ways of understanding practice.
We all have ‘theories' which influence how we respond to and interpret our
experiences; in this module participants explore their own ideologies as well as those
which are embodied in policy. They also begin to consider the kind of research
processes whereby we can investigate practice so as to generate new ideas and
'models".

3 Expanding Our Repertoire

In the third module, the focus is on developing strategies for ALN teaching, learning
and assessment, through sharing and reflecting on practice. The course assignment is
a small Action Enquiry project, the purpose of which is to learn about practice from
practice.

4 The Enabling Net

The final module is about developing a shared vision and collective action as
literacies professionals. Principles of partnership and networking are considered,
specifically in the context of local ALN partnerships. Participants are supported
to build on the Action Enquiry process with a small scale research project

related to adult literacies in their own area.




