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1. This paper contains updates on the following issues for members’ information:

· Innovation fund
· National Accommodation Strategy for Sex Offenders

· Household projections for Scotland: 2004-2024

· Homelessness Strategies: advice and information and employability
· Statistics

· Research

· Communities Committee inquiry into homelessness

· LA secondee to Homelessness Team

· Scottish Social Attitudes Survey
· Illegal evictions

· Social networks

· Employability Framework

· Contract for Housing Information and Advice
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INNOVATION FUND

2. The deadline for applications to the Innovation Fund passed on May 31st.  It is envisaged that 5 or more demonstration projects will be supported.  16 local authorities have applied, some with more than one application, totalling 28 applications in all.  An initial sift against a specification template will be completed by the Homelessness Team by 15th June.  Applications meeting specifications will then be presented to a panel consisting of the Advisory Group appointed to oversee the Preventing Homelessness research commissioned by the Scottish Executive.  This Group will meet on 23rd June allowing applicants to be advised of the outcome by 30th June.
MANAGEMENT OF OFFENDERS / NATIONAL ACCOMMODATION STRATEGY FOR SEX OFFENDERS

Management of Offenders

3. On 23 May this year, the Executive published its National Strategy for the Management of Offenders.  The aim of the strategy is to reduce the amount of re-offending as well as the amount of serious harm caused by those already known to the criminal justice system.  Its purpose is to protect public safety by reducing both offending and re-offending.  This strategy will see a more integrated, consistent way of managing offenders in both the community and in custody, which will take into account the level of risk in each individual case.  The strategy provides direction for the work of the new Community Justice Authorities: eight bodies set up to transform the way councils, the Scottish Prison Service and other local justice, health, education and housing bodies work in partnership to tackle re-offending.

National Accommodation  Strategy for Sex Offenders (NASSO)

4. The NASSO is part of the wider Offender Management Aims.  It will provide a new national framework for the accommodation of sex offenders in the community. It will:

· Set out the role of housing and accommodation in contributing to the effective management and minimisation of the risk posed to communities by sex offenders;

· Clarify the respective roles and responsibilities of local authorities, housing providers and other statutory agencies in relation to the accommodation of sex offenders;

· Aim to ensure consistency and coherence in joint working between agencies across Scotland in arranging and managing the accommodation of sex offenders; and

· Set out requirements and expectations for information sharing with housing and accommodation providers.

5. The Strategy will be accompanied by detailed Practice Guidance to support practitioners in delivering the requirements and expectations set out in this strategy.  This is currently being finalised by the Chartered Institute of Housing (CIH).  The work on the Strategy itself is well-advanced, and following a soundings exercise with key stakeholders, both documents will be published later this year to tie in with the commencement of the new provisions in the Management of Offenders etc (Scotland) Act 2005. 

Irving Review
6. Professor George Irving, last year, conducted a Review of Notification Requirements, Risk Assessment and Risk Management of Sex Offenders.  Two of the recommendations in his report  which are relevant to Homelessness and the NASSO are:
Recommendation 2:  Notifiable sex offenders of no fixed abode should be required to report daily or on a frequency set by the police to the office holding the register.  

It has been found from practice that many sex offenders initially claim to be homeless but that a requirement to report frequently often results in rapid disclosure of an address.  Few have been found to be genuinely homeless.
Recommendation 3:  Notification of a change of address should be in advance wherever possible and of a maximum within 24 hours of the event.  Currently the period allowed is 3 days.  

Specific but more flexible arrangements should be applied in cases where sex offenders frequently change address due for example, to employment patterns.  Nonetheless, at any given time, the Register holder should be aware of the sex offender’s address, very temporary or otherwise.    
7. ACPOS (Association of Chief Police Officers in Scotland and the NASSO Working Group support these recommendations.  In light of this, they support the further work being undertaken to review the practicality and impact of further reduction.  This includes liaison with Home Office and consideration as part of the soundings being taken on the NASSO. 

HOUSEHOLD PROJECTIONS FOR SCOTLAND: 2004-2024
8. The General Register Office for Scotland (GROS) issued the latest household projections for Scotland 2004-2024 on 31 May. These play a significant role in informing local authority decisions about future housing need and service provision. 

9. As part of the commission that he is undertaking for the Executive at present, Professor Glen Bramley has been directed to use these projections to model future affordable housing need. The specification of the updated affordable housing needs assessment commissioned from him requires him to incorporate the 2004 based household projections in his forward projections of affordable need.  Projections of affordable need at local authority level will be provided for 2006, 2011, 2016 and 2021.

10. Summary information from the latest projections is provided below:

Overall trends
· Between 2004 and 2024, the number of households in Scotland is projected to increase by 
13 per cent to 2.5 million - an average of 14,800 additional households per year.

· Over the same period, Scotland’s population is projected to increase by just 0.8 per cent.  Therefore, most of the increase in the number of households is due to more people living alone or in smaller households.  

· Average household size is expected to drop below two people by 2024.  

· Scotland’s population is ageing, with more people in the older age groups and fewer in the younger age groups.  This has an impact on household structure, as children tend to live in larger households, and older people in smaller ones.

Household type

· There is a large projected increase in the number of adults living alone, from 770,000 (34% of all households) in 2004 to over a million (42%) by 2024.   

· There are also projected increases in other small households - households containing just two adults without children are projected to rise from 670,000 to 810,000, and the number of households containing one adult with children is projected to rise from 148,000 to 198,000.  

· The number of larger households is projected to fall, with households containing two or more adults with children decreasing from 460,000 (20% of all households) in 2004 to 320,000 (12%) by 2024.  There is also a projected decrease in the number of households of three or more adults, from 200,000 to 150,000.

Age

The largest projected increases are in households headed by people aged 60 and over (an increase of over a third between 2004 and 2024, from 773,000 to 993,000).  In contrast, households headed by someone aged under 60 are projected to increase by just two per cent, to around 1.5 million.  The number of households headed by someone aged 85 or over is projected to more than double over the same period, from 56,000 to 117,000.

Local authority figures

The projections indicate that almost all local authority areas will have more households over the next 20 years.  The largest projected increase between 2004 and 2024 is in West Lothian (34 per cent).  Edinburgh, the Scottish Borders, East Lothian, Aberdeenshire and Fife all have projected increases of between 21 and 23 per cent.  Aberdeen City has a projected decrease of 11 per cent over the same period, and Dundee City has a projected decrease of 6 per cent.

HOMELESSNESS STRATEGIES: ADVICE AND INFORMATION AND EMPLOYABILITY
11. HomePoint has agreed to undertake an assessment of the information and advice element of all homelessness strategies.  This is scheduled for completion by end July.  Initial findings have identified a lack of evidence that what is in the strategies is being adhered to. For example:

Local Authorities are virtually unanimously identifying Citizens Advice Bureaux as their local provision of Type 111 independent advice in compliance with their Section 2 Housing (Scot) Act duties. According to Citizens Advice Scotland this is not generally a formal agreement. A minority of CABx do have a service level agreement related to information and advice duties. 


There is little evidence of cross boundary working between authorities.


All state the local authority is adhering to the Scottish National Standards for Information and Advice Services; to HomePoint’s knowledge this is not supported in practice.

12. Geraldine Woolley from SHEN has also been commissioned to undertake an assessment of the employability element of homelessness strategies.  The first results from this exercise will be made available at the SHEN conference on 29 June in Glasgow.  

STATISTICS
Operation of the Homelessness Legislation in Scotland

13. The latest statistical bulletin was published on 28 March 2006 and contains data for quarters ending 30 June and 30 September 2005, and households in temporary accommodation at 31 December 2005.  The bulletin is available on the Scottish Executive website at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/03/27113728/0.  
RESEARCH

14. Research by CIH on Knowledge, Understanding and Views of Homelessness amongst Service Providers was published in June.  The research was overseen by the Awareness Raising and Best Practice Subgroup of HMG; an event to disseminate and discuss the findings of the research was held in Edinburgh on 9th June.  The research findings are available on the Scottish Executive website at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/06/06142528/0. 
COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE – INQUIRY INTO HOMELESSNESS
15. The Parliament’s Communities Committee conducted a second evidence gathering session on homelessness on 24 May 2006 at which they took evidence from the Minister for Communities.  The official report of the meeting is available on the Parliament’s website at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/communities/or-06/co06-1702.htm#Col3553.  The Committee has indicted it will write to the Minister to report the outcome of their post-legislative scrutiny.  
LOCAL AUTHORITY SECONDEE TO HOMELESSNESS TEAM

16. Jim Anderson will join the Homelessness Team on secondment from Inverclyde Council on 18 July, replacing Derek Mitchell.
SCOTTISH SOCIAL ATTITUDES SURVEY
17. A module is being developed for the Scottish Social Attitudes Survey to look at public attitudes to homelessness.  The module is currently being piloted for the second time; feedback will be available on 20 June and the module will be included in the main survey later in the year.  
ILLEGAL EVICTION

18. Officials met with Shelter, ACPOS, the Crown Office and CoSLA on 11 May to discuss illegal eviction, fulfilling recommendation 23 of the Homelessness Task Force.  It was agreed that the context of registration of private landlords provided a new opportunity to tackle the issues in a more effective way and that revised guidance should be considered.  Subject to confirmation from ACPOS this would be designed to ensure that all agencies involved share information appropriately and work together to take action both to protect the tenant and deal with the landlord.
SOCIAL NETWORKS

19. The Minister for Communities gave the keynote speech to the first Scottish Social Networks National Conference, held on 16 May.  A report of the conference, and the text of the Minister’s speech, will be available shortly on the Scottish Social Networks Forum website: http://www.scottishsocialnetworks.org/. 
EMPLOYABILITY FRAMEWORK

20. Workforce Plus: An Employability Framework for Scotland was published on 12 June and is available on the SE website at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/06/12094904/0.  
CONTRACT FOR HOUSING INFORMATION AND ADVICE

21. Communities Scotland has awarded Shelter Scotland and Citizens Advice Scotland a three year contract to improve housing information and advice; the contract replaces the previous service provided by the Scottish Homelessness Advisory Service which will run until August this year when the new service will be put in place.
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