
Minutes of the meeting of the Faith Liaison advisory Group on 21 June 2007

Present:

John Deighan, Parliamentary Officer RC Church

Rev Dr Graham Blount, Scottish Churches Parliamentary Officer

Ephraim Borowski, Director, Scottish Council of Jewish Communities

Dr Salah Beltagui, Scottish Inter Faith Council


Vanessa Taylor, Scottish Inter Faith Council

Dianna Wolfson, Scottish Inter Faith Council

Joyce McVarrie, SE Equality Unit (Minutes)
Lesley Irving, SE Equality Unit (Chair)
Jean Wilson, Equality Unit

Apologies
Pramila Kaur, Scottish Inter Faith Council

Welcome

1. The Chair welcomed members and one minute for reflection was observed.

Minutes of Previous Meeting
2. Minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true and accurate record.

Matters Arising
3. The group were informed that the Commission for Integration and Cohesion had published their Report on 14 June.  The Report mentioned areas of good practice in Scotland such as Inter Faith week and the “One Scotland Many Cultures campaign.  Members asked if a similar body was required in Scotland and asked if Scotland is obliged to adopt the recommendations.  Members were informed that the recommendations in the report apply to England only however officials will consider the recommendations and provide advice to Scottish Ministers.   
Action: The Report will be an agenda item at the next meeting

4. All members confirmed they were now receiving copies of MEMO

5. Sunday 30 June is Racial Justice Sunday

6. Mr Stevenson from Evangelical Alliance will take up post on 1st July and should be in attendance at the next meeting.

Review
7. Clarification was sought of the composition of the structure of FLaG following on from the previous meeting.  It was reiterated that it would be fair representation if SCSIN chose a Church of Scotland representative to attend on their behalf without this being perceived as over representation for a particular community.  It was also agreed that the representational role of the members would be clarified and defined through the induction process for new members.

Action: Send round letter to members to agree content before issue to groups for nominations.

New Administration
8. Members were informed of the new structures set by the new Scottish administration.  The Equality Unit sits within the remit of the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing, Nicola Sturgeon, MSP.  Her portfolio includes equality and such matters have been delegated to the Minister for Communities and Sport. There are no longer any departments within the Executive and new Directorates have been set up.

9. Each Cabinet Secretary is attached to strategic objectives and instead of Heads of Departments, there are now Director-Generals.  Within this, overseeing the different areas within the Directorate, are Directors.  The Director of the Health and Wellbeing Directorate is Pam Whittle who oversees the remit of the Equality Unit.

10. The exception to the above is that religious and faith organisations sit within the remit of the Cabinet Secretary for Justice, Kenny MacAskill, MSP.  Reporting to him is the Minister for Community Safety, Fergus Ewing, MSP.  The Director-General for this area is Robert Gordon and the Director, Bridget Campbell.
11. The attached Annex A details the structure of the Scottish Executive ministerial portfolios.
Concerns
12. Members were concerned about the negative connotations of religious and faith organisations coming under the Minister for Community Safety and the message this may convey to minority faith communities.  Concerns were also raised about the delay in setting up the CEHR and the likely impact on equality and diversity matters. Members felt that it was appropriate that religion remained as one of the equality strands within the Equality Unit.  Due to the lack of information on how this area is to be taken forward, the groups suggested the new administration be allowed to bed in and hopefully further clarification may come after recess.  This will be revisited in the autumn.  It was felt however that it would be helpful to invite the Minister for Community Safety to the next meeting.
Action: Arrange for Minister for Community Safety, Mr Fergus Ewing to attend a future meeting.

AOB 
Representation on FCCC. 

13. Following the agreed restructuring of FLaG Vanessa indicated that Pramila was happy to continue to represent the group on FCCC with Graham continuing to deputise as necessary.  There was discussion about whether FCCC had asked for a representative of FLaG or of faith groups in Scotland.  If the latter, it would be appropriate for Pramila to continue.  If the former, it would not.
Action:  Equality Unit to check with FCCC regarding the status of representative.
Thanks
14. Dianna Wolfson was thanked for the time she has given to the FLaG as convenor of the Scottish Inter Faith Council as this meeting would be the last Dianna attended.  A member also wanted to proffer his thanks for her contribution at the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland in May of this year.

Date of next meeting
15. The date of the next meeting will be either the 4th or 6th September depending on availability of the Minister.

Action:  Equality Unit will be in touch with members to confirm date




