
Minutes of the meeting of the Faith Liaison advisory Group on 27 April 2007

Present:

John Deighan, Parliamentary Officer RC Church

Rev Dr Graham Blount, Scottish Churches Parliamentary Officer

Ephraim Borowski, Director, Scottish Council of Jewish Communities

Dr Salah Beltagui, Scottish Inter Faith Council


Vanessa Taylor, Scottish Inter Faith Council

Dianna Wolfson, Scottish Inter Faith Council

Joyce McVarrie, SE Equality Unit (Minutes)

Lesley Irving, SE Equality Unit (Chair)

Jean Wilson, Equality Unit

Apologies
Pramila Kaur, Scottish Inter Faith Council

Welcome

1. The Chair welcomed members and one minute for reflection was observed.

Minutes of Previous Meeting
2. Minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true and accurate record.

Matters Arising
3. The Chair informed the group that the visiting Commissioners for Integration and Cohesion were delighted with their visit to Scotland on 20 April and thanked those who met with them.
4. The Director of the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities thanked officials for the Scottish input into the response to the Report of the All Party Parliamentary Inquiry into Anti-Semitism.  

5. The group was informed that hard copies of the ACPOS Religion and Faith Reference Group Action Plan had not yet been received.

Review
6. The Chair thanked those members who had responded with suggestions to the Options paper which was distributed to the group prior to the meeting.  With regard to the vacant position on the group for Evangelical Alliance, the members were informed that someone would be taking up the vacancy from June.  Contact will be made with Evangelical Alliance to confirm this.
7. It was agreed that those communities with Parliamentary officers should be represented by such and that an equal proportion of members should be drawn from the other communities to increase diversity of representation.

8. The group debated whether the composition of the group should be representative or based on proportionality and it was agreed that representation was key with the proviso there should be no duplication of faiths.
9. A member suggested that Scottish Churches Committee, Scottish Churches Social Inclusion Network and the Joint Faiths Advisory Board on Criminal Justice had expressed an interest in being represented and would be able to field the appropriate representative according to issues under discussion.  
10. Some felt that FLaG was used by officials in the SE and other others to speak directly to minority faiths although this was not the purpose of the group.  It was suggested that perhaps a smaller group could be set up to represent minority faith communities.  The disadvantage of this is that SIFC represent some of the smaller faith communities but not all and does not profess to speak on their behalf.  It was therefore suggested that more minority faiths should be represented alongside the main Christian groups.  
11. Discussion centred on the total number of the group and it was suggested that a five plus five grouping with additional representation from SIFC and SCPO as umbrella organisations would sit well numerically and ensure broader representation. Proposals put forward and discussed were as follows:- 
Catholic Church Parliamentary Officer

Scottish Churches Committee

Evangelical Alliance

Scottish Churches Social Inclusion Network

SCRJ?
SCoJeC

Muslim Community 
+ 3 representatives from minority faiths such as Hindu Sikh Buddhist

12. Given that the purpose of the group is to facilitate equality of access for church and faith groups to policy and decision makers in the SE members of the group were content to proceed on the basis of the above provided that the representation of faiths was as diverse as possible and that the Church of Scotland did not feel that it was not represented.  It was agreed that nominees should not be from a denomination/faith already represented.

13. In addition it was agreed that a process needs to be put in place to nominate members for the group, that an induction process should be introduced particularly for those from smaller faith communities to ensure they were aware of the purpose and remit of the group. Vanessa offered to assist with the induction process.  They should also be informed well in advance of the topics arising for discussion to ensure they come prepared to contribute to the meeting and are in a position to advocate on behalf of the faith he/she represents. Given that the Scottish Parliament is elected for a period of 4 years it was suggested the group could also have a fixed membership for 2 years after which the nominating body would be given the opportunity to nominate a new representative onto the group.  Consideration should also be given as to whether the group needed a constitution to be drawn up.  No definitive agreement was reached on this.
14. It was agreed that there would be a special responsibility on SIFC and SCPO officials to inform minority faiths and smaller Christian groups of the issues discussed and outcomes from each meeting.
15. It was agreed that the group would be reviewed every two years although informal reviews would be ongoing.
16. In conclusion it was agreed that officials should draft a letter to groups/ faith communities inviting them to submit a nomination and circulate it to members for comment.  The letter should include background information about the group, the nomination process and details of induction.  
17. It was suggested that a standing item on the agenda should be a list of current business/consultation etc being taken forward within the SE.  It was highlighted that MEMO produced by the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities includes such a list and it would be helpful for all members to receive a copy of this. 

Actions
· Contact will be made with Evangelical Alliance to confirm member for their interests and invite to next meeting
· Draft Letter to groups/faith communities for nominations and circulate to members for comment
· Send FLaG distribution list to Scottish Council of Jewish Communities to ensure all members are in receipt of MEMO which lists all SE business

Date of next meeting

20 June 2007 at 10:30am in Glasgow or

21 June at 2pm in Glasgow

(venue tbc)




