
Minutes of the meeting of the Core Liaison Group on 14 February 2007

Present:

John Deighan, Parliamentary Officer RC Church

Rev Dr Graham Blount, Scottish Churches Parliamentary Officer

Ephraim Borowski, Director, Scottish Council of Jewish Communities

Dr Salah Beltagui, Scottish Inter Faith Council

Pramila Kaur, Scottish Inter Faith Council


Vanessa Taylor, Scottish Inter Faith Council

Dianna Wolfson, Scottish Inter Faith Council

Joyce McVarrie, SE Equality Unit (Minutes)

Lesley Irving, SE Equality Unit (Chair)

Jean Wilson, Equality Unit

Welcome

1. After one minute for reflection, Deputy Chief Constable Colin Mather and Inspector Anne Marie Sinclair on behalf of the ACPOS Religion and Belief Reference Group were welcomed to the meeting.  John Deighan was thanked for the use of the Scottish Catholic Media offices for the meeting.

Minutes of Previous Meeting 

2. Minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true and accurate record.  The Chair gave apologies for the late distribution of the previous minutes.

Matters Arising

3. Graham Blount advised that he would not be able to host the next meeting of the FLG at his office on that particular date.  Dates may have to be revised.

ACPOS: Religion and Belief Reference Group

4. DCC Mather thanked the group for the opportunity to address them and gave a presentation on the work of the Religion and Belief Reference Group.  This included details of membership, main priorities for the group, and details of the proposed action plan and the role of the FLG in taking these issues forward.  For full details, please see attachment.

5. The FLG was informed that this group hoped to launch an Action Plan soon but needed advice on various parts of this.  Members advised that one size does not fit all and different mechanisms should be put in place to identify and resolve problems.   It was suggested that the Reference Group should contact communities, visit places of worship to try to instil trust and build confidence in relations with the police.  It was noted that it was important that there was uniformity in reporting religiously aggravated crimes.

6. Concern was expressed that victims were being asked to make a judgement on classifying the crime.  DCC Mather thought it imperative that the victim make such a judgement due to the severity of sentence that could be imposed for an aggravated crime and felt that it was not be for police to determine the perceived impact on the victim.  He advised that these issues were being addressed and IT systems and guidelines were being revised to take these maters into account.

7. It was suggested that education in this regard was required in schools; DCC Mather concurred and spoke of an initiative called “Who Cares” in Bo’ness which highlighted the achievement of multi agency working and taught young people on issues of diversity and equality.  However, a member suggested that to focus too much on one community could lead to the demonisation of that community.

8. A member felt that the majority of work that the reference group was taking forward concentrates on minority faith groups and asked how issues between other faiths, faith and secularism, and people of no faith were being addressed by the group.  DCC Mather advised that such issues fed into the work in Sectarianism through the Assistant Chief Constable of Strathclyde, Kevin Smith DCC Mather advised that three was an important role for lay advisers in taking forward the action plan and it was agreed that there should be consistency across forces regarding the role of lay advisers.  DCC Mather said that the reference group would address this.

9. Members were concerned that a major issue in taking forward the work of the reference group was in relation to the additional police resources required.  Inspector Sinclair suggested that existing resources could be adapted and stressed that policing on the ground is the responsibility of the local force.  Training could address some of the issues however members advised that it was good practice to check this out with the community it related to.  It was agreed that information was readily available within other areas e.g. community planning partnerships and that the police should be wary of reinventing the wheel. 

10. Members suggested that there is anecdotal evidence that the police need to build trust within communities and it was thought this could be done through more community officers making links with faith communities.  The issue of language was also raised with the suggestion that younger voices were needing to be heard and that training and awareness raising was imperative for people to know their rights.  

11. In conclusion DCC Mather said that realism was required; competing priorities did exist but there was a willingness to make the group work.  The way forward would be in the delivery of the action plan and DCC Mather would consult FLG further.

12. The Chair thanked DCC Mather and Inspector Sinclair for their attendance.

FCCC  

13. The CEO of the Scottish Inter Faith Council represents Scotland on the Faith Communities Consultative Council (FCCC) and reported on a meeting she had attended at the Westminster Central Halls in December 2006.  She advised that the group focused mainly on matters relating to England, which makes it difficult for her to contribute.  The group was asked and agreed to support a proposal to the Head of Faith Communities Engagement Team, who acts as Secretariat to the FCCC, to draft a discussion paper, jointly by the Dept of Communities and Local Government, Northern Ireland Office, Scottish Executive and Welsh Assembly on how best to ensure that there are effective links UK  wide  on these issues, whilst respecting the intentions and consequences for devolution but also to ensure a full exchange of good practice and mutual awareness of policy reviews and their outcomes. The next meeting of the Council will be in two weeks time and she will raise this with the Head of Faith Communities Engagement Team.  Minutes of the FCCC meeting will be circulated to the group when received from the Home Office. It was agreed that there would be a regular update of the work of the FCCC at the FLG meetings.

Review of FLG

14. SIFC advised that they had not had the opportunity to circulate the review paper to members and proposed to table it at the next Council meeting on 25 February.  It was also suggested that it would be advantageous if the SE contributed to the review paper.  A discussion followed about the core function of FLG and how it makes itself representative.   As a result the group agreed that members should provide further feedback on the review responses to the SE and the issue would be the sole item on the agenda for the next meeting.  A paper would be circulated to members by 19 March setting out options for the structure of the group, format of meetings, and format of papers.

A.O.B.

15. The group was advised that members of the Commission for Integration and Cohesion would be visiting Scotland in April and may allow for an opportunity to meet with the FLG.

16. It was agreed by the group that a new acronym would be used for the group.  Instead of FLG (Faith Liaison Group) the group will now be known as FLaG (Faith Liaison advisory Group).

17. Thursday 29 March – SCPO Lecture 2007:  “A Dazzling Mixture: Scotland on the 300th Anniversary of the Union”.  William Storrar, Director of the Centre of Theological Inquiry, Princeton, USA, will give this lecture at the Scottish Storytelling Centre, 43-45 High Street, Edinburgh at 7pm.  Please contact rosemary@actsparl.org or 0131 558 8137 if attending. 
18. The SE has recently announced   a Review of Scotland’s civil courts headed by Lord Gill and it was suggested that this would be a good future topic for discussion.  http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2007/02/12132032  

Date of next meeting
· 17 April at 10:30 in Edinburgh.  Venue tbc.

Equality Unit

February 2007.





