
Minutes of the meeting of the Faith Liaison Group on 20 December 2006

Present:

John Deighan, Parliamentary Officer RC Church

Ephraim Borowski, Director, Scottish Council of Jewish Communities

Rev Dr Graham Blount, Scottish Churches Parliamentary Officer


Dianna Wolfson, Scottish Inter Faith Council

Joyce McVarrie, SE Equality Unit (Minutes)
Lesley Irving, SE Equality Unit (Chair) 

Apologies

Pramila Kaur, CEO, Scottish Inter Faith Council

Vanessa Taylor, Scottish Inter Faith Council

Dr Salah Beltagui, Scottish Inter Faith Council

Welcome
1. After one minute for reflection, Michael McGrath, Scottish Catholic Education Service, Dona Milne, NHS Lothian and Rob Whiteman, Church of Scotland, were welcomed to the meeting to present the “Called to Love” project.  Rev Dr Graham Blount was thanked for the use of the Scottish Churches Parliamentary Office for the meeting.

 Minutes of Previous Meeting 
2. Minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true and accurate record.  

Matters Arising
3. A member brought it to the attention of the group that no further progress has been made with regard to setting up a meeting to draw up “Guidelines for Funding for Faith Communities”.  The difficulty in bringing all the constituent parts together to discuss this was conveyed to the group.  It was suggested that perhaps those from the FLG taking this forward should draw up a paper on what activities are suitable for funding and present it to CoSLA and SCVO for comment.  However, it was also advised that the group should look to the guidelines for England and Wales as a starting point.   (Guidelines attached for your information as they may need minimal alteration for the Scottish context) 
4. The Jewish Community representative brought to members’ attention the fact that the position of the Jewish Community has been misrepresented in a document.  The member asked that the Executive ensure colleagues are aware of the contact details of the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities.

Called to Love
5. Dona Milne and Michael McGrath supported by Rob Whiteman were present to give their response to the Sexual Health Strategy, a project known as “Called to Love”. Mr McGrath gave context to the “Called to Love” project, advising it arose from a response to the SE’s draft Sexual Health Strategy.  
6. Concentrating on materials for pupils from 1st to 6th year, the “Called to Love” project is based on a vision of human love which is explicitly Christian but with all of society in mind.  Focussing on Life and Love, the project emphasises that love should be expressed in marriage between a man and a woman. 

7. Dona Milne spoke of Healthy Respect, an initiative to improve the Health and self awareness of young people and how this was used as the first phase of the “Called to Love” project.  The second phase of the project has four objectives:

· School based sexual relations instruction

· Reaching those at risk

· Providing services

· Promoting values

While the NHS connection brings the experience and methodology, it has no experience of working within Catholic schools, hence the need for the partnership with the Scottish Catholic Education Service.  
A “Called to Love” project newsletter is attached.
8. A member expressed concern that this approach came from one particular faith community and asked what could be done to give parents assurances that all young people are aware of the issues.  For instance, how can faith based values be restored in an educational system that is non-denominational.  The group was informed that schools could not do this alone and needed the cooperation of parents.
9. Members asked if this material could be used in the non-denominational sector as well and were informed that this would be worth exploring.  There are some parts particular to the teachings of the RC Church but the bulk of it could be used.  

10. A member asked if there was a need for schools to inform parents as it is known that some parents keep their children out of school when sex education is taught.    The group was advised schools have a duty to inform and consult parents.  Members expressed concern that the media often misrepresents such initiatives and worries some parents, who in turn withdraw their children.
11. With regard to health provision, the groups sought information on access to provision of services.  The group was advised that in school, pupils have the opportunity to speak with teachers or social workers if they so wish.  The provision of health service in schools needs to be approved by each individual Head Teacher.  This would be a confidential service and although pupils would be encouraged to speak with their parents, parents would not be informed if their child accessed this service.
12. Asked if an underage child is seen as a ‘child protection issue’ would this then be taken to the Social Work Department, the response was that informed decisions, based on the issue or concern, would be takenIt was felt that parents would be glad their children were getting a service.
13. The group felt there were issues surrounding consent and confidentiality.  The presenters were aware of that and felt their strategy is set up to handle that.  Members of the group also had difficulty with the fact the SE Sexual Health Strategy had no moral judgement.  However, other members cautioned of being judgemental, especially of the family a child may come from.  If young people were looking for support it should be for the service to support them, regardless of circumstance or background.  The group was informed that although there is a moral view being upheld, it is not judgemental.  It was felt the whole concept of this project put too much onto teachers and does not involve the parents enough.   
14. The presenters informed the group that talks about “Called to Love” would be taking place throughout Scotland.  A group member felt there was a real need to engage more fully with local authorities and Health Boards.  
15. The chair thanked those attending who gave a presentation.

Sectarianism
16. A member expressed concern over various issues but in particular that the two main churches involved had not been approached about the joint projects the churches have to combat sectarianism.  
17. A DVD made over a year ago appears to have a “punch line” of “Your religion doesn’t matter” which all members considered strange as this was to highlight the coming together of faiths to combat Sectarianism.  The churches have found it increasingly difficult to accept the SE’s agenda on Sectarianism and felt they were badly presented at the Summit.

18. The Chair responded by informing the group that Sectarianism was initially taken forward in the Equality Unit as a form of religious hatred. However, the work and the resource went to the Justice Dept. following a change in portfolio responsibilities.  However, the Equality Unit was responsible for the Faith section of the Action Plan and would be looking to see how the churches and SE can work together on solutions.  
Date of next meetings

· 14 February, 2007 at 10:30 am in the Catholic Media Office, 5 St Vincent Street, Glasgow G1 2DH

· 27 March, 2007 at 10:30 am in the Scottish Storytelling Centre, 43-45 High Street, Edinburgh EH1 1SR

