
MINUTES OF THE CORE LIAISON GROUP MEETING – 06 JUNE 2005
Present:

Pramila Kaur, SIFC

Vanessa Taylor, SIFC

Dr Salah Beltagui, SIFC

Dianna Wolfson, SIFC
Ephraim Borowski, Scottish Council for Jewish Communities, Director

John Deighan, Catholic Church Parliamentary Officer

Jeremy Balfour, Evangelical Alliance

Graham Blount, Scottish Churches Parliamentary Officer

Lesley Irving, Scottish Executive (Chair)

Joyce McVarrie, Scottish Executive

Welcome and apologies
1. Members were welcomed to the meeting by the Chair followed by one minute for reflection.  Apologies were received from Fiona Campbell.
Minutes of Previous Meeting
2. The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed.

Matters Arising
3. It was thought it would be advantageous to have the minutes posted on the web.  This had been investigated and the soon to be updated Equality Unit website would have them in a sub section linked to the main page.
4. With regard to Para 4 of the previous meetings minutes the group was informed that the Inter Departmental Group on Faith had not met for a while but a sub group will be meeting on 14 July, and the full group will meet thereafter.

5. The chair referred to a point made at the First Minister’s meeting with ACTS, that it was felt that the Core Liaison Group had only been informed about the discussions with the Humanist Society at a late stage and had therefore no opportunity for an open discussion.  The chair explained that this was partly because this issue had been under discussion for a prolonged period, commencing prior to the establishment of the CLG, and was partly also due to lack of widespread knowledge of the CLG within the Executive and its agencies.  It is hoped that as time goes on the group will be more engaged in all areas. 

6. The group were informed that the Executive was still awaiting a response from researchers on Social Capital and Chaplaincy Research.

Executive Funding of Faith Groups
7. There was a perception that funding from national and local government to churches has not always been forthcoming.  It was suggested that some local authorities had a blanket ban on funding faith communities regardless of the project they wish funding for.  There was a protocol in England and Wales with regard to funding faith communities and it was suggested that might be a good practice to follow in Scotland.
8. This issue was also discussed at the recent meeting between the First Minister and Action of Churches Together in Scotland.  Materials were distributed to show there was no ban within the Scottish Executive on providing funding for church/faith based projects.  The same documents were made available to the group.

9. Members made clear that they understood that it was not appropriate for the Scottish Executive or a Local Authority to fund proselytising.  However, it was also not appropriate to have a blanket ban on funding any church or faith based projects.  Members felt that recognition should be made that proselytising could be a by product of a project and that faith communities must make it clear that this is not what the funding is for.  It has been known that some groups have been asked to dilute their faith representation to gain funding.
10. There appeared to be a perception, and this had also been argued by the Salvation Army about their work with the Homeless, that the Scottish Executive felt that it does not  have to fund certain types of work as the churches would do the work anyway.  It was pointed out that Para 22 of the last meeting’s minutes reflected this.

11. It was felt clarity in this area was imperative.  An attempt was made two years ago to contact CoSLA and the Scottish Executive in order to do this.  At that time, the faith communities were asked to draw up guidelines and the above organisations would then consider them.  However, the group felt that it was imperative that all parties should be fully involved in the preparation of the guidelines from the outset.
12. It was suggested that the group could set up a sub group to consult with the Scottish Executive, CoSLA and SCVO and to look at other models which have been successful in this field such as Jewish Care.

13. Members suggested that others, such as Ethne Woldman who had experience of applying for funding from local authorities and the Scottish Executive, would have a useful contribution to make on a consultation group.
14. Vanessa and Graham agreed to carry this forward.  The SE would approach CoSLA, SCVO and the Voluntary Issues Unit and an initial meeting would be set up.  A Working Group will be set up to produce draft guidelines, which will be consulted on more widely.

Action:

SE to set up initial meeting.

Vanessa and Graham to take the lead in progressing.
Analysis of Religion in the 2001 Census
15. The Pagan Federation had produced some additional information about the make up of the ‘Other Religion’ category; a copy would be distributed with the minutes.  Members suggested that it might be useful to have someone from GROS to not only explain some of the statistics from the last Census but to consider questions for the next one in 2011.  It was felt that things had not moved on much since the last Census and there were concerns over some areas with regard to figures on Health, Education and the Labour Market in some minority race or faith groups.

16. A member informed the group that GROS will be trialling new questions on ethnicity in the pre-Census test in Spring 2006.  It was felt that it would be helpful to discuss the links with the questions on religion.  It was also thought to be helpful if officials in the areas of Education, Health, Enterprise and Housing could attend a meeting to discuss the Census findings.  It was agreed that a dedicated meeting would be required for this.  A half day meeting would be arranged for September and this would involve a wider group meeting.
Action:

Equality Unit to arrange a half day seminar in September, to explore issues arising from the Analysis of Religion in the 2001 Census. (meeting now arranged for 21 September in Victoria Quay)
Tackling Sectarianism and Religious Intolerance
17. Members asked if there was any further advance with the Action Plan stemming from the Summit on Sectarianism which took place in February.  They were informed that one of the strands of work was Inter Faith.  
18. Members informed the group that there was great anger within the Muslim community in Scotland over the handling of the Holy Qur’an in Guantanamo Bay.  The Scottish Inter Faith Council will be producing a statement condemning these actions.  The group asked if a statement of support could be obtained from Minister for Communities.  This would be pursued.  A joint statement from the Scottish churches would also be produced.
19. Members also felt it would be helpful to issue a joint statement from religious leaders in Scotland around the time of the G8 Summit, promoting respect for other religions and the right to freedom of religious expression.  There was also broad support for seeking some Executive backing to a charter on religious freedom and it was thought that the Charter the Cardinal spoke of at the Summit on Sectarianism would be a good foundation.
Action:

Equality Unit to pursue statement of support from Minister for Communities and copy to SIFC and Scottish Churches once cleared by Minister.
Equality Unit to bring together religious leaders to discuss and sign up to Charter on Religious Freedom.
AOB

20. Due to time restrictions, the group asked that Tackling Sectarianism and Religious Intolerance be placed again on the agenda for the next meeting.  Another suggested agenda item was Hate Crime and the progress with the recommendations.  Members were asked to inform the Secretariat of any other agenda items that they wished to be considered for the next or subsequent meetings.
Action:

Equality Unit to invite officials to next meeting to discuss progress with work on tackling sectarianism and hate crimes.
Date of next meeting
21. The next meeting will take place on 30 August, at 10am in Edinburgh. (revised venue)
Equality Unit
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